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The COSSBA Education Report will be on hiatus until Congress returns from
recess. Please be assured that COSSBA will keep you informed on necessary
federal activity during this break.

The COSSBA Education Report, a weekly publication, provides an executive summary of public policy issues
affecting American K-12 education and employment. Please use the bookmarks below to navigate to your
area of interest:

1. News, Publications, & Updates on COSSBA Policy Priorities
Child Nutrition Programs

e USDA Child Nutrition Proposed Rule Advances to OIRA
USDA’s forthcoming proposed rule updating federal child nutrition programs
has advanced to the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA),
marking the final interagency review stage before the proposal is released for
public comment.

e Senate Fails to Move Farm Bill Over SNAP Benefits
Last Thursday, the Senate Agriculture Committee failed to pass a Farm Bill
reauthorization after some late-minute changes that included provisions related
to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).

2. Budget and Appropriations Wrap-up
* Impact on State School Board Associations

3. In Brief — Last Week in Washington
« McMahon Calls on Colleges to Publicly Commit to Higher Ed Reforms
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On Monday, Education Secretary Linda McMahon issued a national call to action
urging college and university presidents and governing boards to adopt reforms
aimed at restoring public confidence in higher education.

Senate Commerce Advances Children’s Online Safety L egislation

On Wednesday, the Senate Commerce Committee held a markup to consider five
measures addressing children’s use of social media, artificial intelligence, and
other online safety measures: the SCREEN Act, Kids Online Safety Act (KOSA),
Youth Al Privacy Act, CHATBOT Act, and Children’s Artificial Intelligence Toy
Safety Act.

Enhancing School Safety Through Behavioral Threat Assessment

On Wednesday, Dr. Kelsey Morris, an education program specialist with the
National Threat Assessment Center, presented research on preventing school
violence through behavioral threat assessment ahead of the 2026-27 school year.
HHS Proposes Sweeping Deregulation of Head Start Program

The Department of Health and Human Services announced a proposed rule that
would dramatically pare back federal standards governing Head Start, the 61-year-
old early childhood program serving roughly 700,000 low-income infants,
toddlers, and preschoolers.

IES Announces Targeted Approach to FY 2027 Education Research Grants
On Thursday, the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) announced that it will
launch its fiscal year 2027 research grant competitions in three phases while
adopting a more focused, multiyear grantmaking strategy.

New Publications

Five Math Education Misconceptions That Are Holding Students Back
American Enterprise Institute (July 2026)

Federal Student Loans: Education Could Better Coordinate with Servicers
When Making Program Changes

U.S. Government Accountability Office (August 2026)

College Athletics: Most Programs Spend More Than They Generate in
Revenue

U.S. Government Accountability Office (August 2026)

Evaluation of Outcomes Based Contracting (OBC): Final Report

WestEd (July 2026)

In the News

Cassidy Eyes Final Push To Pass College Transparency Act

Inside Higher Ed (August 6, 2026)

U.S. Department Of Education Approves The Nation’s First Workforce Pell Grant
Program In lowa

U.S. Department Of Education (August 4, 2026)

Outdoor Ed Programs Canceled For Tens Of Thousands Of Students After Federal
Cuts

The 74 Million (August 4, 2026)

Education Department Defends Controversial Special Education Shakeup

K-12 Dive (August 4, 2026)




» Schools Urged To Prepare For Measles Response
K-12 Dive (August 4, 2026)

* New Mexico Judge Orders Meta To Pay $567 Million Into A Child Mental Health
Fund
CNN (August 6, 2026)

» Presidential Prospect Glenn Youngkin Launches Group Focused On Education

Policy
NBC News (August 5, 2026)

6. Weekly Calendar - What’s coming up this week?
* No events scheduled.

7. Weekly Calendar - Future Events
e No events scheduled.

8. On The Floor of Congress This Week
* Both Chambers are on recess.

9. Important U.S. House and Senate Links

10. About BPAG

1. COSSBA Policy Priorities

USDA CHILD NUTRITION PROPOSED RULE ADVANCES TO OIRA

USDA’s forthcoming proposed rule updating federal child nutrition programs has advanced to the
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA), marking the final interagency review stage
before the proposal is released for public comment. OIRA received the economically significant
rule on July 20, 2026, under the title Child Nutrition Programs: Aligning Program Requirements
with the 2025-2030 Dietary Guidelines for Americans. The proposal, also described in USDA’s
regulatory agenda as Reducing Complexity and Food Waste in the Child Nutrition Programs, is
expected to revise meal-pattern, monitoring, and operational requirements across programs
governed by 7 C.F.R. Parts 210, 220, 225, and 226. According to USDA, the changes are intended
to align program requirements with the new Dietary Guidelines while improving nutritional
quality, reducing food waste, simplifying administration, and helping state and local operators
manage programs more efficiently. The regulatory agenda currently targets September 2026 for
publication of the proposed rule, although that date remains tentative and may depend on the length
of OIRA’s review. Once published, the proposal will initiate a formal public-comment period,
giving school districts, nutrition professionals, food suppliers, state agencies, and other
stakeholders an opportunity to respond. Particular attention is likely to focus on how USDA
balances updated nutrition standards—including any approach to ultra-processed foods—with the
cost, staffing, procurement, menu-planning, and implementation challenges already facing school
meal operators.

SENATE FAILS TO MOVE FARM BILL OVER SNAP BENEFITS



Last Thursday, the Senate Agriculture Committee failed to pass a Farm Bill reauthorization after
some late-minute changes that included provisions related to the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP). Senate Agriculture Committee Democrats rejected a GOP-led farm
bill Thursday in a vote that highlighted deep partisan divisions over nutrition aid cuts and leaves
Congress without a clear path toward reauthorizing the long-overdue bill. Democrats stood united
in a 11-10 vote against Senate Ag Chair John Boozman's (R-Ark.) package, sticking to their
demand for a two-year delay to Republicans’ requirement that states share the cost of providing
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits. Democrats repeatedly slammed the
proposed megabill for providing a carve-out for states with the highest SNAP error payment rates.
That exemption was included in the package last-minute to win the vote of Sen. Lisa
Murkowski (R-Alaska), whose home state historically has one of the highest rates of error
payments.

“All we are asking for here is equal footing for states like Pennsylvania, so that they are on the
same footing as states like Alaska,” said Amy Klobuchar the Ranking Member of the Committee.
But Boozman said the two-year delay that Democrats want doesn’t have support of the majority
of Congress or the White House. Democrats and anti-hunger advocates blame the steep costs
states are expecting as a result of the cost-share requirement for significant declines in SNAP
participation, even as the unemployment rate remains steady. They say that paperwork burdens
and states’ efforts to lower their payment error rates over a short time frame are making it harder
for eligible people to continue receiving benefits.

At the heart of the farm bill battle is SNAP, which feeds nearly 40 million people and costs about
$100 billion annually. But the program has grown more expensive in recent years, and Republican
lawmakers targeted it for spending cuts in last year’s reconciliation package. Though they didn't
explicitly cut benefits, they made changes that shrink eligibility and lead to millions of people
losing access to food aid, resulting in the program costing an estimated $187 billion less over the
next decade. Democrats, anti-hunger advocates and some states have warned that the increased
costs for states from the benefits cost-share could also prompt some states to drop out of SNAP
entirely.

Without a cost-share delay, states are still confronted with the same problem of steep new costs as
soon as next year, which anti-hunger groups and state officials say are leading to policy changes
at the state level that are pushing participants out of the program. The GOP proposal of a one-year
delay won’t do enough to address what they warn is leading to increased hunger stemming from
changes to SNAP in the reconciliation package.

Even if most Democratic lawmakers are on the same page, it’s unlikely they’ll have the votes to
undo the cuts when Congress returns from recess in September. Republican lawmakers don’t
appear ready to budge on the cost-share delay but are anxious to pass programs to help farmers as
farm groups, worried about the ever-growing economic pressures producers are facing, press
lawmakers to move ahead with the farm bill legislation. “At some point, they've got to quit holding
our farmers hostage on this deal and let us pass the farm programs,” Sen. John Hoeven (R-N.D.)
commented. “They're going to keep advocating for more SNAP no matter what.” Sen. Jim
Justice (R-W.Va.) accused Democrats of playing politics at the expense of farmers who are facing
deepening economic woes. “What the Democrats’ play is, which I think is awful, is they're playing



to let the midterms happen before they really have to commit and do stuff here, and they're trying
to play that card to say, ‘For all those on SNAP, we're your heroes,’” said Justice.

Back to top

2. Budget and Appropriations Wrap-Up

The Senate spent its final scheduled week before the August recess trying to clear several
consequential items while laying the groundwork for a busy September. The most significant
bipartisan development was progress toward a continuing resolution (CR) that would keep the
government funded through December 11, pushing a shutdown deadline beyond the November
midterm elections.

Senate Appropriations Committee Chair Susan Collins (R-ME) and Vice Chair Patty Murray (D-
WA\) negotiated the Senate proposal, which generally continues current funding while including
provisions not contained in the House-passed CR, which would extend funding through December
4. The Senate voted 89-4 Monday to move forward with its version, demonstrating broad support
for avoiding a September shutdown.

Murray called the agreement “a much-improved CR to keep the government funded and avert a
shutdown.” Among its provisions, the Senate bill would temporarily block implementation of an
Office of Management and Budget uniform guidance proposal governing federal grants. Because
the House and Senate measures differ, the chambers will have to negotiate a common measure
when lawmakers return in September, ahead of the September 30 funding deadline.

Republicans also continued discussing the FY 2027 budget resolution the House approved 216-
214 on July 22. The resolution would enable another reconciliation package aimed at defense,
agriculture and election-related priorities backed by the White House and House Republican
leaders. House Budget Committee Chairman Jodey Arrington (R-TX) said the package would
provide “emergency support for our troops” and address election security.

The Senate has not embraced the House strategy. The resolution was placed on the Senate calendar,
but as of Friday morning senators had not voted to adopt it. Senate Republicans have been debating
the size and purpose of another reconciliation effort, leaving the House resolution available as a
vehicle for White House priorities but with uncertain Senate prospects.

The SAVE America Act faces an even more difficult path. President Trump has pressed Senate
Majority Leader John Thune (R-SD) to keep senators in Washington to address the election
legislation, which includes proof-of-citizenship requirements. Republicans do not currently have
the 60 votes needed to overcome a filibuster. Thune said, “We’ll figure out a way to get yet another
vote,” while acknowledging he does not expect Democrats to change their position.

Republicans have discussed incorporating portions of their election agenda into reconciliation
legislation, but Senate rules limiting reconciliation to provisions with sufficient budgetary effects
make that route uncertain. Another SAVE Act vote therefore appears more likely to establish
senators’ positions than to send the legislation to the president.

Before adjourning, another contentious issue was confirming Todd Blanche nomination to be
attorney general. The Judiciary Committee advanced Blanche 12-10. While Sens. Susan Collins and



Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) indicated their opposition, Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-LA) announced his
support providing the vote to ensure Mr. Blanche’s confirmation.

How does this impact State School Board Associations?

September will begin with two parallel fiscal challenges: reconciling the House and Senate CRs
before September 30 and restarting the stalled FY 2027 appropriations process. The House has
passed three of the 12 appropriations bills, while the Senate has passed none, and planned Senate
committee markups were previously postponed amid disagreements over spending and priorities.

September is likely to bring incremental rather than comprehensive progress. Senate appropriators
could resume bipartisan committee markups, and either chamber could move additional individual
bills or small packages. But the compressed calendar, disagreements over spending and policy
provisions, and the need to finish the CR make passage and reconciliation of all 12 bills before
October 1 highly unlikely. A December 11 CR deadline would give lawmakers additional time,
making the post-election session a more likely period for a broad FY 2027 spending agreement.

Back to top.

3. In Brief — Last Week in Washington

MCMAHON CALLS ON COLLEGES TO PUBLICLY COMMIT TO HIGHER ED REFORMS

On Monday, Education Secretary Linda McMahon issued a national call to action urging college
and university presidents and governing boards to adopt reforms aimed at restoring public
confidence in higher education. McMahon asked every postsecondary institution to publish, by the
end of 2026, a clear statement explaining how it will address concerns related to academic
excellence, research, affordability, campus culture, and national service. The announcement does
not establish a new regulatory requirement or specify penalties for institutions that decline to
respond. The Department framed the initiative around seven areas. Institutions are asked to explain
how they will ensure transparent, merit-based admissions; protect free speech and prevent
disruptive or violent protests; promote intellectual pluralism in teaching, research, and faculty
employment; and improve affordability, pricing transparency, student outcomes, and graduates’
ability to repay their loans. The announcement also asks institutions to strengthen academic rigor
in response to artificial intelligence and grade inflation, protect research from malign foreign
influence, and align their academic and research activities with U.S. security, workforce, and
economic priorities. The initiative reflects the administration’s broader effort to pressure higher
education institutions to demonstrate greater accountability to students, taxpayers, and the public.
Although the request is voluntary on its face, institutions will need to consider whether and how
to respond publicly, particularly given the Department’s authority over federal student aid, civil
rights enforcement, and other federal education policies. Colleges may also face questions about
how the requested commitments align with institutional autonomy, shared governance, academic
freedom, and existing admissions and employment policies.

SENATE COMMERCE ADVANCES CHILDREN’'S ONLINE SAFETY LEGISLATION

On Wednesday, the Senate Commerce Committee held a markup to consider five measures
addressing children’s use of social media, artificial intelligence, and other online safety measures:
the SCREEN Act, Kids Online Safety Act (KOSA), Youth Al Privacy Act, CHATBOT Act, and
Children’s Artificial Intelligence Toy Safety Act. The Committee favorably advanced the latter




four bills. S. 737, the SCREEN Act, received a 15-13 party-line majority but did not formally clear
the Committee because of limits on proxy voting. KOSA advanced with unanimous support,
continuing a multiyear congressional effort to establish stronger protections for minors online.
Previous versions cleared the Commerce Committee in 2022 and 2023, and the Senate passed the
legislation 91-3 in July 2024 before stalling in the House. The current bill would require covered
platforms to exercise a “duty of care” when designing features used by minors and provide stronger
default settings, parental controls, privacy protections, and options to disable addictive features.
KOSA’s path forward nevertheless remains uncertain. In June, the House passed the broader KIDS
Act, which incorporates a substantially different version of KOSA that omits the Senate bill’s “duty
of care” requirement and includes disputed language affecting state laws. Reconciling those
competing approaches will be necessary before a final measure can reach the President. The
Committee also advanced three bipartisan Al measures. Collectively, they would restrict chatbot
advertising and retention of minors’ information; require parental consent, family accounts,
protective defaults, and safeguards against obscene or self-harm-related responses; and direct a
study and federal action plan addressing risks from Al-enabled toys. While these three measures
were advanced, Chairman Cruz ultimately chose to delay consideration of a broader Al legislative
package until September. The markup demonstrated broad support for new protections on minors’
use of emerging technologies, even as significant House-Senate differences continue to complicate
prospects for final passage. To view the amended bills advanced by the Committee, click here.

ENHANCING SCHOOL SAFETY THROUGH BEHAVIORAL THREAT ASSESSMENT

On Wednesday, Dr. Kelsey Morris, an education program specialist with the National Threat
Assessment Center, presented research on preventing school violence through behavioral threat
assessment ahead of the 2026—27 school year. Drawing on more than 25 years of federal research,
Morris explained that targeted violence, although premeditated, is preventable. High schools are
targeted in roughly 75 percent of cases, but no single profile distinguishes attackers by gender,
age, or grade level. Most attacks stem from grievances, often involving classmates, and attackers
typically exhibit observable planning behaviors, such as researching weapons, well before acting.
Morris illustrated these patterns through case studies, including a foiled bomb plot and the Socastee
High School attack, both of which demonstrated that attackers often communicate their intentions
beforehand. In fact, approximately 75 percent of disrupted plots were uncovered because someone
reported what an individual had said or shared. Because students are frequently the first to notice
warning signs, Morris emphasized that trust between staff and students is essential. When students
feel safe coming forward, they are far more likely to report concerning behavior before it escalates.
Morris defined behavioral threat assessment as a proactive, nonpunitive approach that evaluates
concerning behavior in context and connects students with support rather than discipline. He
clearly distinguished this approach from criminal investigations and zero-tolerance policies. To
help schools implement this approach, Morris outlined an eight-step model: forming a
multidisciplinary threat assessment team; clearly defining prohibited and concerning behaviors;
establishing accessible, confidential reporting systems; setting thresholds for law enforcement
involvement; creating formal assessment procedures; developing risk-management options;
fostering a positive school climate; and training all stakeholders. He cited Missouri3
Courage2Report system as a strong example of an effective reporting tool. Morris also stressed
that schools should maintain a low threshold for flagging concerns, enabling them to intervene
early and connect students with support before concerning behavior escalates into violence.




HHS PROPOSES SWEEPING DEREGULATION OF HEAD START PROGRAM

The Department of Health and Human Services announced a proposed rule that would dramatically
pare back federal standards governing Head Start, the 61-year-old early childhood program serving
roughly 700,000 low-income infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. HHS officials said the changes
are intended to reduce “duplicative” federal red tape and give states, localities, and families greater
autonomy to design programs based on local needs. Reporting ahead of the announcement
indicated that the rule would rescind most of Head Start’s 133 pages of performance standards,
eliminating federal requirements related to math and literacy curricula, class sizes, medical and
dental screenings, home visits, and disability-access protections. Standard six-hour program days
could be shortened to as little as three hours, while staff-to-student ratios and safety requirements
would be replaced by deference to state and local laws, which are often more permissive. The draft
also reportedly adds new requirements, including a mandate that instruction be conducted solely
in English. Critics, including Head Start advocates and outlets such as The Nation and The New
York Times, argue that the deregulation could serve as a backdoor effort to dismantle the
program’s anti-poverty mission because most states lack comparable standards to fill the resulting
gaps. Reporting also suggests that earlier drafts considered barring children from enrolling unless
at least one parent is a U.S. citizen, national, or qualified noncitizen. Such a policy could exclude
U.S. citizen children based on their parents’ immigration status, although it remains unclear
whether that provision is included in the final proposal. The proposal builds on an earlier May
2026 rule that eliminated 2024 wage and benefit standards for Head Start staff—a change HHS
estimated would produce more than $2 billion in cost savings. The National Head Start Association
disputed that characterization, describing the change as a cut to teacher and staff compensation
rather than administrative savings. The proposed rule is expected to open for public comment
following its formal publication.

IES ANNOUNCES TARGETED APPROACH TO FY 2027 EDUCATION RESEARCH GRANTS
On Thursday, the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) announced that it will launch its fiscal year
2027 research grant competitions in three phases while adopting a more focused, multiyear
grantmaking strategy. The first phase includes five competitions supporting state longitudinal data,
education research training, and statistical and research methodology. IES characterizes these
programs as “core infrastructure” for developing the education sciences and training researchers.
The agency is also expanding its state longitudinal data competition to include a dedicated special
education program. The second and third phases will narrow funding to several priority areas.
General education research will focus on literacy, STEM, strengthening systems for evidence-
based practice, and transitions from secondary education to the workforce. Special education
research will emphasize the special education workforce and low-incidence disabilities. IES
expects these priorities to continue through fiscal years 2028 and 2029, allowing the agency to
build a more cohesive body of research around persistent challenges in education policy and
practice. Future funding announcements will also incorporate targeted research agendas and place
greater emphasis on research networks and coordinating hubs. These hubs will help identify
emerging needs, synthesize evidence, coordinate individual projects, and translate findings for
educators and policymakers. IES expects to announce its second group of competitions—including
programs for scaling promising research and supporting transformational special education
research—in late September or early October. A third round, covering broader education research
grants, research and development centers, and research networks, is expected in December. More
information can be found here.
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4. New Publications
Five Math Education Misconceptions That Are Holding Students Back
American Enterprise Institute (July 2026)

Federal Student Loans: Education Could Better Coordinate with Servicers When Making
Program Changes
U.S. Government Accountability Office (August 2026)

College Athletics: Most Programs Spend More Than They Generate in Revenue
U.S. Government Accountability Office (August 2026)

Evaluation of Outcomes Based Contracting (OBC): Final Report
WestEd (July 2026)

Back to top.

5. In the News

Cassidy Eyes Final Push To Pass College Transparency Act
Inside Higher Ed (August 6, 2026)

U.S. Department Of Education Approves The Nation’s First Workforce Pell Grant
Program In lowa
U.S. Department Of Education (August 4, 2026)

Outdoor Ed Programs Canceled For Tens Of Thousands Of Students After Federal Cuts
The 74 Million (August 4, 2026)

Education Department Defends Controversial Special Education Shakeup
K-12 Dive (August 4, 2026)

Schools Urged To Prepare For Measles Response
K-12 Dive (August 4, 2026)

New Mexico Judge Orders Meta To Pay $567 Million Into A Child Mental Health Fund
CNN (August 6, 2026)

Presidential Prospect Glenn Youngkin Launches Group Focused On Education Policy
NBC News (August 5, 2026)
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THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON
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Weekly Calendar
No events scheduled.

Back to top.
7. Future Hearings and Events
No events scheduled.
Back to top.
8. On The Floor of Congress This Week
Both Chambers are on recess.
Back to top.
9. Links for Up-to-Date Information on Hearings, Legislation, and Events
U.S. House and Senate 2026 Schedule
U.S. Department of Education
U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. House Committee on Education and Labor
U.S. Senate Budget Committee
U.S. House Budget Committee
Congressional Budget Office
Federal legislative information
Back to top.

10. About BPAG
Bose Public Affairs Group is a full-service government affairs and public relations consulting firm that has built a reputation for
producing results. We partner with clients committed to excellence in education and other social services to achieve policy and
advocacy success by:

e leveraging our expertise and passion;

e  strategizing intelligent solutions; and,

e  Creating meaningful impact.

Our team includes long-term insiders in education policy from Pre-K through higher education, innovative thinkers and savvy
strategists that provide a comprehensive array of customized client services. We have the knowledge, skills, and relationships that
are necessary for successful advocacy at all levels. From grassroots to grass tops and everything in between, our broad-based
legislative practice approaches every project with the same degree of determination and professionalism. BPAG provides
expertise in a variety of services:

e  Government Relations
Research and Analysis
Advocacy Training
Association Management
Strategic Communications
Policy Events


https://rational360.com/2026-combined-congressional-calendar/
https://rational360.com/2026-combined-congressional-calendar/
http://www.ed.gov/
http://help.senate.gov/
http://edlabor.house.gov/
http://www.budget.senate.gov/
http://www.house.gov/budget
http://www.cbo.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/
http://www.bosepublicaffairs.com/bosewashingtonpartners/

For more information, please visit our website.

This publication contains links to Internet sites for the convenience of World Wide Web users. Bose is not responsible for the availability or
content of these external sites, nor does Bose endorse, warrant or guarantee the information, services, or products described or offered at these
other Internet sites. Copyright 2022. Bose Public Affairs Group. Redistribution of this memorandum or its content outside the immediate
organization of the intended recipient without the express prior permission of Bose Public Affairs Group is prohibited. Readers are encouraged
to send comments about this publication to dcronin@bosepublicaffairs.com.
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