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The COSSBA Education Report, a weekly publication, provides an executive summary of public policy issues 
affecting American K-12 education and employment. Please use the bookmarks below to navigate to your 
area of interest: 
 

COSSBA LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY ITEMS – Actions and items COSSBA has 
taken to advance our policy goals: 

1. COSSBA Comments to OMB on Proposed Rules for Federal Financial 
Assistance, July 9 – COSSBA submitted formal comments to the Office of 
Management and Budget on new proposed rules for the management of federal 
financial assistance and grants. We expressed concern that, taken as a whole, the 
proposed rules would inject substantial instability, unpredictability, and 
unmanageable administrative burden on federal grant administration for public school 
systems. 
 

1. News, Publications, & Updates on COSSBA Policy Priorities 
• Broadband Connectivity & E-Rate 

• SHLB Coalition Webinar Highlights FCC Proposal to Reform E-Rate 
Program: On Thursday, the Schools, Health & Libraries Broadband 
Coalition hosted a webinar examining the Federal Communications 
Commission’s proposal to review and potentially scale back the E-Rate 
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program, which has provided broadband funding to schools and libraries 
for nearly 30 years. 

 
2. Budget and Appropriations Wrap-up 

• Impact on State School Board Associations 
 

3. In Brief – Last Week in Washington 
• Department of Education Issues Title IX Sexual Misconduct Guidance: The 

Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights (OCR) recently issued a new 
Dear Colleague Letter reminding K–12 schools of their existing legal obligations 
under Title IX and the Elementary and Secondary Education Act to promptly 
investigate and respond to allegations of sexual misconduct involving students. 

• Senator Collins Calls on OMB to Withdraw Parts of Grant Rule: Last week, 
Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) sent a letter to Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) Director Russell Vought calling on the agency to withdraw specific 
provisions of a sweeping proposed rule that would significantly reshape the 
federal grantmaking process. 

• ED Approves Arkansas “Returning to the States” Waiver: On July 7, the 
Department of Education approved a comprehensive flexibility package for 
Arkansas that includes a Returning Education to the States waiver, an Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act Title I-A state plan amendment, and Ed-Flex 
authority. 

• NSLA Event Promotes Summer for All Legislation: On Wednesday, the 
National Summer Learning Association hosted a reception for approximately 75 
education leaders focused on the importance of funding summer programs for 
children. 

• House Education Panel Advances Package Codifying ED Actions: On 
Wednesday, the House Education and Workforce Committee approved a package 
of 10 bills designed to codify the Trump administration's effort to reduce the size 
and scope of the Department of Education by transferring many of its 
responsibilities to other federal agencies while maintaining existing statutory 
programs. 

• HELP Committee Holds Hearing on Trump Labor Secretary Nominee: On 
Thursday, the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee held a 
confirmation hearing on President Trump's nominee for Secretary of Labor, Keith 
Sonderling, who currently serves as Acting Secretary and previously led major 
labor and civil rights agencies. 

• Brookings Institution Examines “AI Slop” and Its Effects on Children: On 
Thursday, the Brookings Institution’s Center for Universal Education (CUE) 
hosted “Behind the Screen: AI Slop, Young Children, and the Profit Problem,” 
the third event in its Generation AI Starts Early webinar series. 
 

4. New Publications 
• Congressional Republicans’ Big Beautiful Bill Threatens Access to Free 

School Meals 
Center for American Progress (July 2026) 



The report finds that students across the country could lose access to free school 
meals, forcing the typical family with two children to spend $1,900 to $2,200 
more per year for school meals. 
 

5. In the News  
• In Private Call, Education Dept. Tried, But Failed, To Reassure Disability 

Advocates 
NPR Illinois (July 9, 2026) 

• Department of Labor Puts Millions Toward Apprenticeships 
Inside Higher Ed (July 13, 2026) 

• Senate Battle Brews To Shield Special Education From RFK Jr.'s Health 
Department 
USA Today (July 11, 2026) 

• Labor Nominee Defends Transfer Of Programs To Agency From Education 
Department 
News From The States (July 16, 2026) 
 

6. Weekly Calendar - What’s coming up this week? 
• House Education and Workforce Committee Markup: The House Education 

and the Workforce Committee holds a markup of H.R. 8781, the “Title IX 
Clarification Act of 2026”; H.R. 4986, the “Parents Opt-in Protection Act”; H.R. 
8747, the “K-12 AI Literacy and Readiness Act of 2026”; H.R. 8183, the 
“Modernizing Access to Talents, Credentials, and Hiring Act of 2026”; H.R. 
9723, the “Fit Future Act”; and others. 
Tuesday at 10:15am ET 

• Webinar on Microschools: Democrats for Education Reform will hold a webinar 
to discuss the range of microschool models, from private programs to publicly 
authorized charter networks, along with the funding, regulatory, and 
accountability questions that define the sector's policy frontier. Participants will 
leave with a clearer picture of which students microschools serve, the challenges 
operators and policymakers face, and what responsible policy looks like for a 
sector still finding its footing. 
Wednesday at 1pm ET 

• Webinar: AI in the Classroom and Policy Responses: The American 
Association for the Advancement of Science will hold a virtual discussion on “AI 
in the Classroom: Opportunities and Risks, and State Policy Responses.” 
Thursday at 3pm ET 
 

7. Weekly Calendar – Future Events 
• Cybersecurity for Schools and Libraries: The Schools, Health & Libraries 

Broadband (SHLB) Coalition will hold a webinar discussing the FCC’s Schools 
and Libraries Cybersecurity Pilot Program — what has been funded, what 
services are supported, and what comes next for long-term cybersecurity funding 
for anchor institutions. 
July 29 at 2pm ET 

 



8. On The Floor of Congress This Week 
• Senate floor: Consideration of nominations 
• House floor 

o H.R. 6955 – Main Street Capital Access Act (Sponsored by Rep. Hill / 
Financial Services Committee) 

o H.R. 7008 – Stop Insider Trading Act (Sponsored by Rep. Steil / House 
Administration Committee) 

o H.R. 8800 – National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2027 
(Sponsored by Rep. Rogers (AL) / Armed Services Committee) 

o H. Con. Res.  – Establishing the congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2027 and setting forth the appropriate 
budgetary levels for fiscal years 2028 through 2036. (Sponsored by Rep. 
Arrington / Budget Committee) 

o H.R. 8844 – Removing Barriers to Work for Disabled Americans Act 
(Sponsored by Rep. Scott (GA) / Ways and Means Committee) 

o H.R.  – Continuing Appropriations Act, 2027 (Sponsored by Rep. Cole / 
Appropriations Committee) 

 
9. Important U.S. House and Senate Links 

 
10. About BPAG 

 
1. COSSBA Policy Priorities 

BROADBAND CONNECTIVITY & E-RATE 
SHLB COALITION WEBINAR HIGHLIGHTS FCC PROPOSAL TO REFORM E-RATE 
PROGRAM 
On Thursday, the Schools, Health & Libraries Broadband (SHLB) Coalition hosted a webinar 
examining the Federal Communications Commission's (FCC) proposal to review and potentially 
scale back the E-Rate program, which has provided broadband funding to schools and libraries for 
nearly 30 years. Speakers, including representatives from Senator Ed Markey's (D-MA) office, the 
American Library Association, and the School Superintendents Association, argued that E-Rate 
remains essential for connecting schools and libraries, supporting classroom instruction, digital 
learning, public internet access, school operations, and emergency communications. Presenters 
warned that the FCC's proposal could significantly reduce funding by questioning whether the 
program should be terminated entirely, limited to rural areas, or narrowed based on other policy 
considerations.  Panelists encouraged stakeholders to participate in the FCC rulemaking process 
by submitting comments, contacting Members of Congress, and sharing local stories about the 
program's impact. The webinar also reviewed key elements of the FCC's proposal, including 
questions related to student screen time, Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA) compliance, 
consultant oversight, and potential administrative changes to the program. Speakers emphasized 
that the SHLB Coalition intends to challenge any effort to eliminate E-Rate, arguing that 
Congress—not the FCC—has the authority to terminate the program, while encouraging schools, 
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libraries, and advocacy organizations to coordinate comments and congressional outreach ahead 
of the formal filing deadlines following publication of the proposal in the Federal Register. 

Back to top 

 
2. Budget and Appropriations Wrap-Up 

The Fiscal Year (FY) 2027 appropriations process made only modest progress on Capitol Hill last 
week, with nearly all of the action occurring in the House of Representatives. The House approved 
its State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs (SFOPS) appropriations bill, continuing its 
steady—if imperfect—march through the annual spending process. With that vote, the House has 
now passed another of the twelve annual appropriations bills. Others, including the Labor, Health 
and Human Services and Education proposal, have already cleared the House Appropriations 
Committee and await floor consideration. By contrast, the Senate made essentially no meaningful 
progress toward advancing its own appropriations bills, further widening the gap between the two 
chambers as Congress moves deeper into the summer. 

The Senate's lack of movement reflects several overlapping challenges. First and foremost, Senate 
Appropriations Committee Chair Susan Collins (R-ME) and Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-
WA) remain unable to reach agreement on overall discretionary spending allocations. The two 
leaders continue to disagree on top-line funding levels, particularly over defense and non-defense 
spending, leaving appropriators without the bipartisan framework that traditionally allowed annual 
spending bills to move forward. Collins has argued that Democrats should support bills that were 
drafted on a bipartisan basis within the subcommittees, while Murray has maintained that 
Democrats cannot support individual appropriations bills without first resolving the broader 
spending agreement. That impasse has persisted for weeks. 

Compounding those political disagreements are new logistical challenges facing Senate 
Republicans. The recent death of Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) and the continuing absence of 
Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY) have left Republicans with virtually no margin for error on the 
Senate Appropriations Committee. McConnell's medical leave has already forced delays in 
committee markups because Republicans can no longer assume bipartisan support for moving bills 
through committee. With Democrats withholding votes absent a topline agreement, Republican 
leaders effectively need every available Republican member present to report spending bills 
favorably.  

In other spending bill news, Republicans took the first formal step last week toward a third budget 
reconciliation package, with House leaders unveiling a budget resolution that would provide 
roughly $95 billion in new spending for defense, agriculture, and election-related grants tied to the 
SAVE America Act. House leadership hopes to move the measure before the August recess, but 
its prospects in the Senate remain uncertain. Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-SD) has 
repeatedly cautioned that another party-line package faces an uphill climb, saying it would be “a 
serious challenge for the Senate in particular to pass another party-line measure.”  

As Congress prepares for the August recess, time is becoming the most precious commodity. 
Lawmakers have only a handful of scheduled legislative days remaining before departing 
Washington for the August recess. That leaves precious little opportunity to negotiate bipartisan 



spending agreements, advance appropriations bills through both chambers, reconcile differences, 
and send legislation to the President before the September 30 deadline.  
 

How does this impact State School Board Associations? 
Not surprisingly, Congress has already shifted to another continuing resolution (CR) to keep the 
government operating beyond the end of the fiscal year (September 30) given the shrinking 
legislative calendar and the political sensitivity of government funding in the weeks leading up to 
the midterm elections. While Chair Collins continues to express hope that Congress can complete 
the regular appropriations process, few (if any) observers believe all twelve bills can be enacted 
before the deadline. The House Rules Committee will meet today to consider three pieces of 
legislation, including a clean CR.  
 
With appropriations negotiations stalled, a CR is increasingly viewed as the most realistic path 
forward, and with members eager to return home for the August recess, Congress appears poised 
to spend the coming weeks managing expectations as much as moving legislation. 

 
Although appropriations remain the primary focus for many education advocates, they also spent 
considerable time last week tracking legislative developments outside the spending process.  
House Education and Workforce Committee Chairman Tim Walberg (R-MI) released the “Less 
Bureaucracy, Better Education” legislative package, a collection of ten bills designed to codify 
many of the Trump Administration's ongoing efforts to transfer Department of Education 
responsibilities to other federal agencies through interagency agreements. The committee marked 
up the bills Wednesday, approving all ten largely along party lines. Democrats uniformly opposed 
the package, arguing that Congress should not codify what they view as unlawful efforts to 
dismantle the Department without comprehensive debate over the federal government's education 
responsibilities. The package’s prospects for House passage seem dim. Even dimmer in the Senate.  

Following committee approval, Secretary of Education Linda McMahon applauded the 
committee's action, calling it “a major step” toward cementing what she described as the Trump 
Administration's efforts to “right-size the federal role in education.” In her statement, McMahon 
argued that the legislation would create “a leaner, results-driven government” by placing federal 
education responsibilities with agencies she believes are better equipped to administer them while 
reducing bureaucracy at the Department of Education.  

Back to top. 

 
3. In Brief – Last Week in Washington  

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ISSUES TITLE IX SEXUAL MISCONDUCT GUIDANCE 

The Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights (OCR) recently issued a new Dear 
Colleague Letter reminding K–12 schools of their existing legal obligations under Title IX and the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) to promptly investigate and respond to 
allegations of sexual misconduct involving students. The guidance emphasizes that school districts 
may not ignore allegations, defer entirely to law enforcement investigations, or facilitate “pass the 
trash” practices by helping employees accused of sexual misconduct obtain positions elsewhere 
when there is knowledge or probable cause of misconduct. It also reiterates that state laws, local 
policies, or collective bargaining agreements do not supersede federal Title IX obligations. In 
conjunction with the guidance, OCR announced 20 directed investigations into school districts 
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whose Civil Rights Data Collection submissions suggested potential failures to properly 
investigate, track, or report staff-on-student sexual misconduct. The Department warned that 
districts failing to comply with federal requirements could face enforcement actions, including the 
potential loss of federal funding. OCR also encouraged school districts to review Title IX policies, 
employee training, hiring and reference-check procedures, recordkeeping practices, and reporting 
protocols to ensure compliance with federal law. For more information, COSSBA issued a policy 
memo specifically focused on the new Dear Colleague letter that can be accessed here.  
 
SENATOR COLLINS CALLS ON OMB TO WITHDRAW PARTS OF GRANT RULE 

Last week, Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) sent a letter to Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) Director Russell Vought calling on the agency to withdraw specific provisions of a 
sweeping proposed rule that would significantly reshape the federal grantmaking process. The 
proposed rule would codify many policies the administration has pursued through executive orders 
and individual agency actions, including de-emphasizing peer review, banning research on 
diversity, equity, and inclusion as a grant condition, and placing broad restrictions on international 
scientific collaborations. The rule would also give political appointees broad discretion to 
determine what research advances the President's policy priorities. Collins specifically objected to 
a provision that would allow federal agencies to terminate any discretionary grant or cooperative 
agreement at any time if doing so is deemed to be in the agency's best interest, arguing the change 
would create significant uncertainty for small and rural communities, as well as for scientific and 
biomedical research. She also opposed a requirement subjecting already peer-reviewed research 
grants to additional political review, writing that such a process would undermine the principle of 
funding science based on merit rather than political ideology. Collins's letter follows a similar call 
from Senate Democrats, led by Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, urging Vought to rescind the 
proposal in its entirety. The White House has defended the rule as necessary to improve 
transparency and reduce waste, fraud, and abuse, with Vought stating that the goal is to ensure 
taxpayer dollars are aligned with the President's priorities. The public comment period closed 
Monday, with OMB receiving nearly 500,000 comments, which Vought said the agency will 
review before issuing a final rule. As mentioned earlier, COSSBA submitted a formal comment to 
OMB focused on the new burden and heightened uncertainty these proposed rules would create 
for school districts. 
 
ED APPROVES ARKANSAS “RETURNING EDUCATION TO THE STATES” WAIVER 

The Department of Education (ED) on July 7 approved a comprehensive flexibility package for 
Arkansas that includes a Returning Education to the States waiver, an Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA) Title I-A state plan amendment, and Ed-Flex authority. The approvals 
allow the state to consolidate several federal education funding streams, waive select federal 
requirements, and provide local school districts with greater flexibility in how they use federal 
resources. Arkansas will also be permitted to expand Alternative Fund Use Authority to additional 
rural and low-income districts and streamline the waiver process for certain federal requirements. 
The package also modifies the state's accountability system by allowing high schools to count end-
of-course assessments completed before ninth grade and by permitting students in alternative 
learning environments to be attributed to their home schools for accountability purposes. State and 
federal officials said the changes will reduce administrative burdens, increase local control, and 
better align federal education programs with Arkansas's LEARNS Act reforms. ED noted that 
Arkansas is the 21st state to receive Ed-Flex authority and the fifth to receive a Returning 
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Education to the States waiver under the Trump administration's broader initiative to expand state-
led education governance and reduce federal oversight. 
 
NSLA EVENT PROMOTES SUMMER FOR ALL LEGISLATION 

On Wednesday, the National Summer Learning Association (NSLA) hosted a reception for 
approximately 75 education leaders focused on the importance of funding summer programs for 
children. Panelists Vince Marigna (Breakthrough Collaborative), Wendi Safstrom (SHRM 
Foundation), Dr. Julianne Bello (Newark Board of Education), and Adam Taube (Save the 
Children) emphasized that high-quality summer programming is a key tool for addressing 
academic gaps exacerbated by COVID-era learning loss. They highlighted how summer camps 
help keep students fed, supervised by trusted adults, safe from risky behavior, and engaged in 
learning to prevent the “summer slide.” Senators Chris Murphy (D-CT) and Andy Kim (D-NJ) 
also participated to promote Murphy's “Summer for All Act,” legislation they reintroduced to 
expand federal support for summer learning and reduce cost barriers for families. Speakers 
consistently stressed that summer programs are not a luxury but a necessity because of their 
measurable impact on student safety, academic achievement, and long-term success. Youth and 
summer learning advocates were in attendance, including representatives of the American Camp 
Association (ACA), which has endorsed the Summer for All Act. Attendees included ACA Chief 
Operating Officer Cory Harrison, whose background leading a YMCA camp and current 
government relations role illustrate how summer camps both deliver tangible benefits for children 
and maintain close engagement with policymakers. The “Summer for All” briefing reinforced the 
message that structured programs during the three-month K-12 summer break are critical for 
student well-being and long-term success. 
 
HOUSE EDUCATION PANEL ADVANCES PACKAGE CODIFYING ED ACTIONS  

On Wednesday, the House Education and Workforce Committee approved a package of 10 bills 
designed to codify the Trump administration's effort to reduce the size and scope of the Department 
of Education (ED) by transferring many of its responsibilities to other federal agencies while 
maintaining existing statutory programs. Committee Republicans argued the legislation would 
streamline federal education and workforce programs, strengthen accountability, improve 
oversight of higher education institutions, and return greater authority to states and agencies with 
subject-matter expertise. Chairman Tim Walberg (R-MI) said the package is intended to prioritize 
student outcomes over bureaucracy, citing persistent K–12 achievement gaps, declining college 
completion rates, and challenges in administering the federal student loan portfolio.  The 
legislative package includes bills to transfer workforce development, student aid, K–12, tribal 
education, and family engagement functions out of ED; strengthen oversight of foreign gifts to 
colleges and universities, international education programs, and foreign medical school 
accreditation; and preserve support for student parents through childcare programs. During the 
markup, committee Democrats argued the proposals would weaken federal oversight and student 
protections, while Republicans maintained they would reduce duplication, improve program 
administration, and preserve services through other federal agencies rather than eliminate them. 
All 10 bills were reported favorably to the House, where they now await further consideration.  
 
HELP COMMITTEE HOLDS HEARING ON TRUMP LABOR SECRETARY NOMINEE 

On Thursday, the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee held a 
confirmation hearing on President Trump's nominee for Secretary of Labor, Keith Sonderling, who 
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currently serves as Acting Secretary and previously led major labor and civil rights agencies. The 
discussion centered on whether the Department of Labor is fulfilling its statutory mission to protect 
workers' wages, safety, retirement security, and rights amid broader administration efforts to 
reshape labor policy, reallocate education programs, and expand tax and trade initiatives. 
Supportive senators highlighted the nominee's record on independent contractor policy, joint 
employer standards, apprenticeship expansion, Working Family Tax Cuts, fraud reduction in 
unemployment insurance, and efforts to broaden retirement investment options and expand 
registered apprenticeship pathways. Critics focused on the rescission of overtime protections for 
millions of workers, proposals affecting home care worker pay, reductions in enforcement capacity 
at OSHA and other divisions, transfers of K–12 and special education programs out of the 
Department of Education, and executive actions affecting collective bargaining and public sector 
unions. Crosscutting themes included concerns about artificial intelligence and its impact on jobs, 
the Department of Labor's role in managing education-related grants, the intersection of 
immigration enforcement and labor protections, and whether the department can address rising 
costs and economic insecurity for working families while maintaining strong ethics and the 
nonpartisan administration of federal labor laws. 
 
BROOKINGS INSTITUTION EXAMINES “AI SLOP” & ITS EFFECTS ON CHILDREN 

On Thursday, the Brookings Institution’s Center for Universal Education (CUE) hosted “Behind 
the Screen: AI Slop, Young Children, and the Profit Problem,” the third event in its Generation AI 
Starts Early webinar series. The discussion – hosted by Sweta Shah, a Fellow with CUE – 
convened a panel of early childhood learning experts, including Rachel Franz of Fairplay, former 
PBS Kids executive David Lowenstein, and University of Michigan pediatrician Dr. Jenny 
Radesky. The discussion centered on the spread of “AI slop”: low-quality, mass-produced content 
generated quickly and cheaply through artificial intelligence, which has rapidly expanded across 
digital platforms used by young children. Speakers emphasized that the central concern is not AI-
generated media itself, but content created without the intentional design, educational purpose, 
expert oversight, or quality controls traditionally associated with children’s programming. Because 
young children are still developing their ability to distinguish reality from fiction and understand 
commercial motives, misleading or nonsensical videos (or “slop”) can be particularly difficult for 
early learners to comprehend. Panelists also focused on the financial incentives behind the content. 
Generative AI enables creators to produce large volumes of attention-grabbing videos at minimal 
cost, while platform algorithms and advertising systems reward clicks, watch time, and frequent 
posting. This business model can prioritize engagement over children’s learning and well-being. 
The broader discussion highlighted the need for stronger platform accountability and more 
effective content moderation for young children, alongside greater transparency regarding how 
children’s content is produced and recommended. The panel also stressed that high-quality media 
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should support, rather than displace, the relationships, play, conversation, and real-world 
experiences essential to healthy early childhood development. 
 

Back to top. 

 

4. New Publications 
Congressional Republicans’ Big Beautiful Bill Threatens Access to Free School Meals 
Center for American Progress (July 2026) 
The report finds that students across the country could lose access to free school meals, forcing 
the typical family with two children to spend $1,900 to $2,200 more per year for school meals. 

Back to top. 

 

5. In the News 
In private call, Education Dept. tried, but failed, to reassure disability advocates 
NPR Illinois (July 9, 2026) 
 
Department of Labor Puts Millions Toward Apprenticeships 
Inside Higher Ed (July 13, 2026) 
 
Senate battle brews to shield special education from RFK Jr.'s health department 
USA Today (July 11, 2026) 
 
Labor nominee defends transfer of programs to agency from Education Department 
News From The States (July 16, 2026) 

Back to top. 
 

 

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON 
 

6. Weekly Calendar 

Tuesday, July 21, 2026 
Markup: House Education and Workforce Committee  
Subject: The House Education and the Workforce Committee holds a markup of H.R. 8781, the 
“Title I Clarification Act of 2026”; H.R. 4986, the “Parents Opt-in Protection Act”; H.R. 8747, 
the “K-12 AI Literacy and Readiness Act of 2026”; H.R. 8183, the “Modernizing Access to 
Talents, Credentials, and Hiring Act of 2026”; H.R. 9723, the “Fit Future Act”; and others.  
Time: 10:15 a.m. 
Contact: Watch online here.  

Wednesday, July 22, 2026 
Webinar: Microschools  
Subject: Democrats for Education Reform will hold a webinar to discuss the range of 
microschool models, from private programs to publicly authorized charter networks, along with 
the funding, regulatory, and accountability questions that define the sector's policy frontier. 
Participants will leave with a clearer picture of which students microschools serve, the 
challenges operators and policymakers face, and what responsible policy looks like for a sector 
still finding its footing. 
Time: 1:00 p.m. 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/congressional-republicans-big-beautiful-bill-threatens-access-to-free-school-meals/
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Contact: Register here.  

Thursday, July 23, 2026 
Webinar: AI in the Classroom and Policy Responses  
Subject: The American Association for the Advancement of Science will hold a virtual 
discussion on “AI in the Classroom: Opportunities and Risks, and State Policy Responses.” 
Participants: June Ahn, professor of learning sciences and research-practice partnerships, 
University of California Irvine; H. Chad Lane, professor of educational technologies and AI, 
University of Illinois; and Maddy Dwyer, policy analyst, Center for Democracy and Technology. 
Time: 3:00 p.m. 
Contact: Register here.  
 

Back to top. 
 
 

7. Future Hearings and Events 
 

Tuesday, July 29, 2026 
Webinar: Cybersecurity for Schools and Libraries 
Subject: The Schools, Health & Libraries Broadband (SHLB) Coalition will hold a webinar 
discussing the FCC’s Schools and Libraries Cybersecurity Pilot Program — what has been 
funded, what services are supported, and what comes next for long-term cybersecurity funding 
for anchor institutions. 
Time: 2:00 p.m. 
Contact: Register here.  

Back to top. 

 

8. On The Floor of Congress This Week 

Senate Floor  
Consideration of nominees 

House Floor 
 H.R. 6955 – Main Street Capital Access Act (Sponsored by Rep. Hill / Financial Services 

Committee) 
 H.R. 7008 – Stop Insider Trading Act (Sponsored by Rep. Steil / House Administration 

Committee) 
 H.R. 8800 – National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2027 (Sponsored by 

Rep. Rogers (AL) / Armed Services Committee) 
 H. Con. Res.  – Establishing the congressional budget for the United States Government 

for fiscal year 2027 and setting forth the appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years 
2028 through 2036. (Sponsored by Rep. Arrington / Budget Committee) 

 H.R. 8844 – Removing Barriers to Work for Disabled Americans Act (Sponsored by 
Rep. Scott (GA) / Ways and Means Committee) 

 H.R.  – Continuing Appropriations Act, 2027 (Sponsored by Rep. Cole / Appropriations 
Committee) 

Back to top. 

  

9. Links for Up-to-Date Information on Hearings, Legislation, and Events 

U.S. House and Senate 2026 Schedule  

U.S. Department of Education 

U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_m3xQzq1GRpWBG-zVNjnsHA#/registration
https://www.aaas.org/events/ai-classroom-opportunities-and-risks-and-state-policy-responses
https://www.shlb.org/events/shlb-cybersecurity-webinar/register
https://rules.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-rules.house.gov/files/documents/rcp_h6955_xml.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-rules.house.gov/files/documents/rcp_h6955_xml.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20260720/RCP2_STOPINSIDERTRADING_xml.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20260720/RCP2_STOPINSIDERTRADING_xml.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-rules.house.gov/files/documents/rcp_h8800_xml.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-rules.house.gov/files/documents/rcp_h8800_xml.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20260720/RCP_HCRBU_xml.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20260720/RCP_HCRBU_xml.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-rules.house.gov/files/documents/rcp_h8884_xml.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-rules.house.gov/files/documents/rcp_h8884_xml.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20260720/FY%202027_xml.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20260720/FY%202027_xml.pdf
https://rational360.com/2026-combined-congressional-calendar/
https://rational360.com/2026-combined-congressional-calendar/
http://www.ed.gov/
http://help.senate.gov/


U.S. House Committee on Education and Labor 

U.S. Senate Budget Committee 

U.S. House Budget Committee 

Congressional Budget Office 

Federal legislative information 

Back to top.  
 

 

10. About BPAG 
Bose Public Affairs Group  is a full-service government affairs and public relations consulting firm that has built a reputation for 
producing results. We partner with clients committed to excellence in education and other social services to achieve policy and 
advocacy success by: 

 leveraging our expertise and passion;  
 strategizing intelligent solutions; and,  
 Creating meaningful impact. 

 
Our team includes long-term insiders in education policy from Pre-K through higher education, innovative thinkers and savvy 
strategists that provide a comprehensive array of customized client services. We have the knowledge, skills, and relationships that 
are necessary for successful advocacy at all levels. From grassroots to grass tops and everything in between, our broad-based 
legislative practice approaches every project with the same degree of determination and professionalism. BPAG provides 
expertise in a variety of services: 

 Government Relations 
 Research and Analysis 
 Advocacy Training 
 Association Management 
 Strategic Communications 
 Policy Events 

 
For more information, please visit our website. 
• • • 
This publication contains links to Internet sites for the convenience of World Wide Web users. Bose is not responsible for the availability or 
content of these external sites, nor does Bose endorse, warrant or guarantee the information, services, or products described or offered at these 
other Internet sites. Copyright 2022. Bose Public Affairs Group. Redistribution of this memorandum or its content outside the immediate 
organization of the intended recipient without the express prior permission of Bose Public Affairs Group is prohibited. Readers are encouraged 
to send comments about this publication to dcronin@bosepublicaffairs.com. 

 

http://edlabor.house.gov/
http://www.budget.senate.gov/
http://www.house.gov/budget
http://www.cbo.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/
http://www.bosepublicaffairs.com/bosewashingtonpartners/
http://www.bosepublicaffairs.com/bosewashingtonpartners/
mailto:dcronin@bosepublicaffairs.com
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