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Message from MSBA Executive Director, Kirk Schneidawind 
All elections are important, and this year’s election carries added significance for Minnesota public 

schools and the communities they serve. In addition to electing candidates for public office, voters will 

also consider a constitutional amendment related to the Permanent School Fund — Minnesota 

students’ trust fund — with long-term implications for public education funding. 

Elections are also the first step in effective advocacy for your schools. School board members and 

education leaders play an important role in building relationships with those seeking and serving in 

public office. Being prepared to engage in thoughtful conversations with candidates and elected 

officials, and to clearly share your district’s story, challenges, successes, and priorities, helps ensure 

public education remains a visible and valued priority at the Capitol and in local communities.  

Meaningful conversations between school boards, candidates, legislators, and community members 

help strengthen public understanding and informed civic engagement. 

This Voter Guide was developed to support those efforts by providing clear, accessible information 

about education issues relevant to the November election, including plain-language information 

about the Permanent School Fund constitutional amendment and suggested questions communities 

may wish to ask candidates about public education. The guide is intended to support voter education 

and thoughtful community dialogue, while recognizing the importance of local leadership in helping 

communities navigate complex policy and finance issues affecting schools. 

The decisions made by voters and elected officials will continue to shape Minnesota’s efforts to 

support more than 850,000 students, address ongoing academic and funding challenges, and 

maintain strong local public schools. As Minnesota continues important work around student 

achievement, school funding stability, school safety, and implementation of major initiatives such as 

the READ Act, informed and engaged communities remain essential. 

MSBA hopes this guide serves as a practical resource for school boards, administrators, and 

community members throughout the election season. Our vision of “Strong Boards, Stronger 

Minnesota” begins with informed communities, respectful dialogue, and engaged local leadership. 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Kirk Schneidawind  
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Your Voice Shapes the Future of Public Education 
Every election is an education election. The candidates who win seats in the Minnesota Legislature 

and the U.S. Congress this November will make decisions that directly affect your school district and 

the communities your district serves. From special education funding to school safety levies, and from 

local control to mandates. The people elected in 2026 will set the direction of public education policy 

for years to come. 

The Minnesota School Boards Association (MSBA) has created this guide to help you do something 

powerful: engage. Not just vote but reach out, ask questions, and hold candidates accountable 

before they are elected. As a school board member, you are an elected official too. You have 

credibility, community recognition, and firsthand knowledge of what it takes to run a school district. 

Use it. 

Elected-official-to-elected-official conversations are among the most effective forms of 

advocacy. Candidates pay attention when school board members engage — and they 

remember it after they win. 

 

 

This guide gives you the tools to: 

• Understand what is on the ballot in 2026 and what is at stake for public schools. 

• Learn about an important opportunity for your district — the Permanent School Fund 

constitutional amendment. 

• Ask the right questions of state and federal candidates. 

• Find candidates, attend forums, and make your voice heard. 

• Cast your own informed vote on Election Day. 
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What Is on the Ballot in 2026? Know What You Are Voting On 
Understanding the full scope of the 2026 ballot is the first step toward meaningful engagement. Here is 

what every Minnesota voter will see on their general election ballot in November, and why each race 

matters for public education. 

 

An Important Opportunity: Vote YES on the Permanent School Fund 
Constitutional Amendment 
This November, Minnesota voters will see a constitutional amendment that would put more money 

directly into every public school and charter school in the state, without increasing taxes. As a school 

board member, this is the most important item on the 2026 ballot for your district, and it deserves your 

full attention and active support. 

What Is the Permanent School Fund?  
In 1858, when Minnesota became a state, the federal government granted the state millions of acres of 

public land. Proceeds from those lands went into a permanent trust fund, the Permanent School Fund, 

with the one purpose of supporting public education in Minnesota forever. For 168 years, that fund has 

been generating investment income, and a portion of it has flowed to every school district and charter 

school in the state every year. 

The Minnesota Constitution has never been updated to reflect how the fund has grown or how it should 

be managed for maximum benefit to students. The result: schools are receiving only a fraction of what 

the fund could generate. 

What Would the Amendment Do? 
If voters approve the constitutional amendment in November 2026, every public school district and 

charter school in Minnesota would receive approximately $96 per pupil per year — up from the current 

$68 per pupil. That is a nearly 40% increase in annual distributions. That increase costs taxpayers nothing. 

The money already exists in the fund. 

As an example, for a district with 1,000 students, that is an additional $28,000 per year. For a district with 

5,000 students, it is $140,000 more. 

How Did It Get on the Ballot? 
The amendment was passed by both the Minnesota House and Senate during the 2026 legislative 

session. Because it is a constitutional amendment, it does not require the Governor’s signature — it goes 

directly to voters on the November 3, 2026, general election ballot. A simple majority YES vote is all it 

takes to pass. 
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What School Board Members Can Do Right Now 
• Talk about it at board meetings, in the community, at school events. Awareness is everything. 

• Pass a board resolution encouraging individuals to vote. 

• Educate your community - parents, staff, local media, and civic organizations. 

• Ask every candidate you meet: Do you support the Permanent School Fund constitutional 

amendment, and will you help educate voters about it? 

• Vote on the constitutional amendment on November 3, 2026 — and encourage everyone you 

know to do the same. 

 

The Question on the Ballot 
Voters will be asked to approve a constitutional amendment modernizing the management and 

distribution of the Permanent School Fund. A YES vote means more money for every public school 

and charter school in Minnesota. 

“Shall the Minnesota Constitution be amended to increase the funding going to all school 

districts from the permanent school fund, which is a fund that supports school districts without 

raising individual income or property taxes, effective July 1, 2027?” 

 

Statewide Races — Every Voter Will Choose: 
• U.S. Senator  

• All U.S. Representatives  

• Governor & Lt. Governor  

• Secretary of State  

• State Auditor  

• Attorney General  

• All 134 State House Representatives - every seat is on the ballot;  

the House is currently tied 67–67  

• All 67 State Senators - DFL currently holds a narrow 34–33 majority 

• Judicial Seats 

 

Local Races — Depending on Your District: 
• County officers 

• City officers 

• School board members 

• Township officers 

• Local & State ballot questions — including the Permanent School Fund Constitutional 

Amendment 



Minority (212) 

      Democratic (212)

Majority (218) 

      Republican (217) 

      Independent (1) 
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The Stakes Could Not Be Higher 
The Minnesota House is currently tied. One seat in either direction changes who controls education 

policy for the next two years. The Minnesota Senate majority is one seat. At the federal level, 

Congressional control determines whether special education is funded at levels that relieve districts of 

the cross-subsidy burden. Every race on this ballot has a direct line to the classrooms in your classroom. 

Current Federal House and Senate makeup  

���

      DFL (67)       Republican (67)       DFL (34)       Republican (33)

Minority (47) 

      Democratic (45) 

      Independent (2) 

Majority (51) 

      Republican (51)

House of Representatives Senate 

Minnesota House of Representatives Minnesota Senate 

Current State House and Senate makeup  

      Vacant (5) 
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Don’t Wait for Election Day — Engage Candidates Now 
The most effective advocacy happens before an election, not after. Building relationships with 

candidates is important. Candidates who hear from school board members during the campaign carry 

those conversations with them into office. Here is how to get involved this summer and fall. 

 

Ideas for Meaningful Engagement 
• Organize or co-host a nonpartisan candidate forum focused on education issues in your 

community. 

• Reach out directly to candidates in your legislative district and request a one-on-one meeting 

or phone call. 

• If a candidate or campaign staffer calls or knocks on your door engage them; share your 

perspective as a school board member. 

• Attend local candidate forums and ask questions. 

• Engage in the Permanent School Fund Amendment voter education campaign. 

• Participate in the upcoming 40 by 40 IDEA campaign, urging Congress to fully fund special 

education. 

• Stay engaged with MSBA and your legislative delegation throughout the interim and into the 

2027 session. 

 

Questions to Ask State Candidates: What Do They Stand For? 
The questions below are drawn from MSBA priorities that Minnesota school boards have identified as 

most critical to the stability of public education. Use these as a starting point for your conversations 

with candidates running for the Minnesota House and Senate. You do not need to ask all of them, 

choose the ones most relevant to your district’s situation. 

The Permanent School Fund: A Historic Opportunity for Every District 
This November, voters will decide whether to modernize the Permanent School Fund, a 168-year-old 

constitutional trust fund that supports Minnesota public schools. A YES vote would increase per-pupil 

distributions from $68 to approximately $96, at no additional cost to taxpayers. Every candidate 

should have a clear position on this. 

• Do you support the Permanent School Fund constitutional amendment on the November 

2026 ballot? 

• Will you actively encourage voters in your district to vote YES on the amendment? 

• How do you plan to educate your constituents about what the amendment does and why it 

matters for local schools? 
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Stable, Adequate & Predictable Funding: Can Districts Plan for the Future? 
School districts cannot operate on unpredictable funding. Staffing decisions, curriculum investments, 

and facilities planning all require the ability to look ahead with confidence. Ask candidates whether 

they understand the connection between funding stability and educational quality. 

• Will you support protecting the Basic Education formula inflationary index?  

• How do you plan to reduce financial volatility for districts, including issues related to 

compensatory revenue changes, special education costs, and cross-subsidy pressures? 

 

Special Education Funding: Honoring the Promise to Students with Disabilities 
Minnesota school districts are required by law to serve every student with a disability, but the state 

and federal governments do not fully fund the cost of that mandate. The gap is paid from general 

education funds, reducing resources for all students. This is the cross-subsidy, and it is one of the 

most significant financial pressures facing districts today. 

• What steps will you take to protect and strengthen special education funding?  

• Would you support repealing the $250 million cuts to Special Education? 

• How can the state better meet federal mandates without shifting unsustainable costs onto 

general education budgets and local taxpayers? 

 

Local Control & Flexibility: Trusting School Boards to Know Their Communities 
No one knows a community’s educational needs better than the local school board. Yet state law 

often constrains the ability of boards to make financial decisions that would benefit their students. 

Ask candidates whether they trust local governance. 

• What is your view on expanding school board authority, such as allowing transfers of 

nonfederal surplus funds or increasing Local Option Revenue, to meet local needs without 

constantly seeking new levies? 

• How will you support districts in responding to the unique needs of their students and 

communities through increased flexibility and reduced mandates? 

 

School Safety & Student Support: Every Student Deserves a Safe Place to Learn 
Safety is not a partisan issue. Students cannot learn in environments where they do not feel safe, and 

educators cannot teach effectively without adequate support structures. Ask candidates what they 

will specifically do to support safe schools. 

• Do you support raising the cap on the School Safety Levy to provide districts with more 

options for school resource officers, mental health supports, staffing, and facility upgrades? 

• What changes, if any, should be made to state discipline policies to ensure both student 

support and safe, predictable learning environments? 
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Facilities & Infrastructure: Safe Buildings Are a Basic Requirement 
Aging school buildings are a reality across Minnesota. The tools available to districts to fund 

maintenance and construction have not kept pace with need. Ask candidates whether they 

understand the infrastructure crisis facing many districts. 

• Would you support greater flexibility in Long-Term Facilities Revenue and one-time Capital 

Projects Levy renewal authority to help districts maintain safe, functional buildings? 

 

Instruction & Assessments: Are We Measuring What Matters? 
Minnesota’s current assessment system has faced growing criticism from educators and school 

boards. How students are assessed, and how those assessments are used, has real consequences for 

how districts allocate resources and time. 

• Do you support transitioning from the high school Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment 

(MCA) to a nationally recognized assessment such as the ACT, and how should the state 

modernize assessment practices, including secure remote testing options? 

• Should the definition of “instructional hours” be broadened to allow expanded access to 

individualized and nontraditional high school learning opportunities? 

 

PSEO and Postsecondary Opportunities: College Credit Should Not Cost Districts 
The Post-Secondary Enrollment Options program (PSEO) gives students access to college-level 

coursework. But the current statutory structure creates financial instability for districts. Ask candidates 

whether they understand the unintended consequences of the current system. 

• How would you approach reforming PSEO statutes to restore fairness and budget stability 

for districts while preserving meaningful college-credit pathways for students? 

 

Mandates & Implementation Timelines: Give Districts Time to Prepare 
New state mandates require planning for staffing, budgeting, training, and implementation. When 

mandates take effect without adequate notice, districts are forced to make rushed decisions that can 

harm students and staff. Ask candidates whether they will commit to a change that allows for 

responsible implementation. 

• Do you support requiring fiscal notes for all new state mandates and ensuring they take 

effect early enough, or are delayed as needed, to allow districts time to plan staffing and 

budgets? 
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Questions to Ask Federal Candidates:  
Minnesota’s Voice in Washington Matters 
Candidates running for U.S. Senate and U.S. House have significant influence over education funding, 

disability law, rural broadband, cybersecurity, and workforce development. These are significant items 

that show up in your district’s budget every year. Use these questions to understand where federal 

candidates stand. 

• IDEA Full Funding - Would you support full funding for the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA)? Congress promised to fund 40% of special education costs in 1975. Fifty 

years later, in Minnesota it funds roughly 13%. The 40 by 40 campaign is working to change 

that by 2028. 

• Rural Broadband - Would you support funding rural broadband deployment to districts not 

currently meeting FCC recommendations? Connectivity is no longer optional. 

• Cybersecurity -  Do you support legislation that uses federal funds to implement cybersecurity 

measures within school districts? 

• Educator Workforce - Would you support legislation that addresses educator shortages and 

encourages workforce diversity in the teaching profession? 

 

Resources: Everything You Need to Vote and Get Involved 
This section consolidates all the practical information you need — how to register, when to vote, where 

to go, and how to find the candidates running in your district. 
 

Who Can Vote in Minnesota? 
You are eligible to vote in Minnesota if you meet all of the following: 

• You are a U.S. citizen 

• You are at least 18 years old on Election Day 

• You have been a Minnesota resident for at least 20 days 

• You are not currently incarcerated for a felony conviction 

• You are not under a court order that revokes your right to vote 
 

How to Register to Vote 
Online registration — you will need at least one of the following: 

• A Minnesota driver’s license number 

• A Minnesota state ID number 

• The last four digits of your Social Security Number 
 

You may also register: 

• By mail — send the paper registration form to your county elections office or the Secretary of 
State 

• In person — at your county elections office 

• On Election Day — at your polling place (same-day registration is available in Minnesota) 
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Key Dates in 2026 
Online registration deadline: 11:59 p.m., 21 days before Election Day 

Paper registration deadline: 5:00 p.m., 21 days before Election Day 

Primary absentee/early voting: June 26 – August 10, 2026 

Primary Election Day: Tuesday, August 11, 2026 

General Election absentee/early voting: September 18 – November 2, 2026 

General Election Day: Tuesday, November 3, 2026 

Polls open: 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (most locations). Towns with fewer than 500 residents are not 

required to open until 10:00 a.m. but most open at 7:00 a.m. 

You should be allowed to vote if you are in line before polls close. 

 

How to Vote Absentee or Early 
• Request your absentee ballot online at the MN Secretary of State website or at your county 

elections office 

• All registered voters may cast a no-excuse absentee ballot — you do not need a reason to 

vote absentee 

• You will need another registered voter or a notary as a witness on your absentee ballot 

• Early in-person voting is available at your county office beginning 48 days before the election 

• Required absentee hours: the last Saturday before Election Day (9 AM–3 PM) and the day 

before Election Day until 5 PM 

• Some jurisdictions offer additional absentee hours — check with your city or county clerk 

Apply for an absentee ballot: mnvotes.sos.mn.gov/abrequest/index 

 

Where to Vote 
• Use the MN Voter Information Portal to find your polling location: pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us 

• Every voter has at least one location for early in-person absentee voting 

• In-person absentee voting is available at your county election office 

• Some cities and towns offer additional in-person absentee sites — check with your city clerk 
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How to Find Candidates Running in Your District 
MN Secretary of State — Candidate Filings: candidates.sos.state.mn.us 

Candidates by District: candidates.sos.state.mn.us 

League of Women Voters Minnesota: www.lwvmn.org/  

Vote411 — Voter Guide and Candidate Information: www.vote411.org 

 

Minnesota Political Party Websites 
DFL (Democratic-Farmer-Labor) Party: dfl.org 

Republican Party of Minnesota: www.mngop.com 

Independence Party of Minnesota: www.mnip.org  

 

Minnesota Legislature 

Minnesota House of Representatives: www.house.leg.state.mn.us/  

Minnesota Senate: www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/ 

DFL House Caucus: www.house.leg.state.mn.us/dfl/ 

DFL Senate Caucus: senatedflcaucus.com  

Republican House Caucus: www.mnhrcc.com  

Republican Senate Caucus: www.mnsenaterepublicans.com 

 

State and Voter Resources 

Minnesota Secretary of State: www.sos.state.mn.us/  

MN Voter Information Portal (polling places): pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us 

Absentee Ballot Application: mnvotes.sos.mn.gov/abrequest/index 

 

 

 

 

Take note - Vote!  

http://candidates.sos.state.mn.us
http://candidates.sos.state.mn.us
http://www.lwvmn.org/
https://www.vote411.org/
http://dfl.org
http://www.mngop.com
http://www.mnip.org
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/ 
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/caucus/home/DFL/
http://senatedflcaucus.com
http://www.mnhrcc.com
https://www.mnsenaterepublicans.com/
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/
https://pollfinder.sos.mn.gov/
https://mnvotes.sos.mn.gov/abrequest/index
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