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Tri-City United’s Jules Rotter named Recipient of 2026
MSBA Robert E. Meeks Student School Board Member
Scholarship

MONTGOMERY — The Minnesota School Boards Association (MSBA) has nhamed Jules
Rotter, a senior at Tri-City United (TCU) High School, as one of three recipients of the 2026
Robert E. Meeks Student School Board Member Scholarship. The award was presented at
the Tri-City United School Board meeting on May 26, 2026, and carries a $3,000 prize
toward postsecondary education. Rotter was selected from more than 50 applicants
statewide.

Rotter holds a unique place in TCU history as one of the founding student representatives
on the school board. She didn’t step into an established role — she helped build it from the
ground up, and later trained her successor to ensure the position would endure.

Established in 2009, the scholarship recognizes student board representatives who
demonstrate outstanding leadership and a commitment to school governance. More than
130 of Minnesota’s 331 public school districts have a student representative at the board
table.

“The primary role of school boards is to advocate for student success,” said MSBA
Executive Director Kirk Schneidawind. “There is no better way to get input as a board
member than getting it directly from a student representative.”

A committee of five MSBA Board Directors recognized Rotter for her outstanding academic
record, exceptional leadership, deep community involvement, and entrepreneurial spirit.
She has maintained a 3.90 GPA and lettered academically for six consecutive semesters —
with the only interruption being that she is currently enrolled in so many college-level
courses that she no longer meets the high school credit threshold for the award.



As a leader, Rotter served in Student Council all four years — as Treasurer, Vice President,
and this year as President — and also held roles as Freshman Class President, Senior
Class Treasurer, ARTeam Co-President, and BPA Secretary. She is a member of National
Honor Society and FFA, organized six blood drives, and launched TCU’s first-ever pop tab
drive. She earned Excellence and Superior awards at the MSHSL Visual Arts Festival and
this spring qualified for State in Business Professionals of America’s Website Design Team
event. In January 2026, she represented TCU on a student panel at the MSBA Leadership
Conference, advocating for student voice in school governance statewide.

Rotter is also an entrepreneur. In 2024 she launched “Homemade With Love, Jules,” a
licensed cottage baking business that celebrated its 100th order in July 2025.

In her scholarship essay, Rotter reflected on what authentic student representation
requires — noting that genuine student voice must include honest feedback and difficult
conversations, not just positive news. She led an advocacy effort to reinstate graduation
cords at TCU, and even when the outcome wasn’t what students had hoped, her peers
recognized that she was willing to raise hard issues on their behalf.

“Jules leads by action and example [and] clearly understands the responsibilities of public
service and works to make sure her peers’ voices are heard and respected,” wrote Hilary
Birdsell, a Tri-City United School Board Member, who has worked with Rotter both as a
student board representative and through the Kolacky Pageant Committee. “Jules Rotter is
an outstanding young leader who brings vision, dedication, and heart to everything she
does.”

“I can state without hesitation that Jules has outstanding character,” said Brian Mikel,
Rotter’s Social Studies teacher at TCU, who also praised her attentiveness to current
events and her exceptional attention to detail. “The skills, work ethic, and responsibility
she has developed over her lifetime are definitely apparent when you talk to her and spend
time around her.”

This fall, Rotter will attend the Carlson School of Management at the University of
Minnesota Twin Cities, where she plans to double major in Business Analytics and
Marketing with a minor in Management Information Systems.

The Minnesota School Boards Association (MSBA) is a nonprofit organization that serves
Minnesota’s public school boards by providing training, legal services, policy guidance,
and advocacy. The Robert E. Meeks Student School Board Member Scholarship,
established in 2009, is awarded annually to up to three student representatives who
demonstrate outstanding leadership and commitment to school governance.



