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The COSSBA Education Report, a weekly publication, provides an executive summary of public policy issues 
affecting American K-12 education and employment. Please use the bookmarks below to navigate to your 
area of interest:  

1. News, Publications, & Updates on COSSBA Policy Priorities
• Teacher Recruitment and Retention

• Alliance For Learning Innovation Makes Case for Differentiated Pay:
The Alliance for Learning Innovation (ALI) Coalition recently hosted a
discussion on teacher shortages and the potential role of differentiated pay
as a strategy to address persistent staffing challenges.

• Broadband Connectivity and E-Rate
• FCC Approves E-Rate Bidding Portal, Major Changes Take Effect

FY2028: The Schools, Health & Libraries Broadband (SHLB) Coalition
hosted a webinar to explain recent Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) decisions establishing a new national E-Rate competitive bidding
portal and revising documentation and bidding requirements for applicants
and service providers.

• Funding
• House Appropriations Subcommittee Advances FY2027 LHHS-ED

Bill: Early Friday morning, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies
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approved its FY 2027 spending bill, setting up a debate over federal 
education priorities. 

 
2. Budget and Appropriations Wrap-up 

• Impact on State School Board Associations 
 

3. In Brief – Last Week in Washington 
• Education Department Webinar Focuses on Incident Response, Vetting of 

Ed Tech: Last week, the Department of Education hosted a webinar as part of its 
National Student Privacy and Data Security Spring Webinar Series, focusing on 
incident response planning and the vetting of educational technology. 

• Inside the Nation’s Report Card: Understanding NAEP and NAGB: Last 
week, the Consortium of State School Boards Associations hosted a webinar 
explaining the purpose and impact of the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP), commonly known as the Nation’s Report Card. 

• Edunomics Lab Holds Discussion on Educational Freedom Tax Credit: On 
Tuesday, the Edunomics Lab at Georgetown University hosted a webinar 
examining implementation of the newly enacted federal Educational Freedom Tax 
Credit (EFTC) scholarship program. 

• Senate HELP Examines Gender Transition Procedures for Minors: On 
Wednesday, the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) 
Committee held a sharply divided hearing on gender transition procedures for 
minors, reflecting the broader divisive national debate. 

• LEGO Education Hosts Webinar on Putting Students First in the Age of AI: 
On Wednesday, LEGO Education held a webinar titled, “Putting Students First in 
the Age of AI,” which brought together leaders from LEGO Education, the MIT 
Media Lab, and Designing Schools to explore how artificial intelligence can 
enhance—rather than erode—creative and collaborative learning in STEM 
classrooms. 

• The Future of AI Literacy and Workforce Training: On Thursday, the 
Department of Labor (DOL) hosted the first webinar in a new series examining 
the future of artificial intelligence (AI) literacy and workforce training. Speakers 
emphasized that AI literacy is rapidly becoming a foundational workforce skill 
and should be integrated throughout K–12 education, postsecondary programs, 
and workforce training systems rather than treated as a standalone subject. 
 

4. New Publications 
• Large School District Report: A Snapshot of School Meals Participation in 

October 2025  
Food Research and Action Center (May 2026) 
Many large school districts across the country report significant challenges 
keeping children fed and school nutrition operations running effectively due to 
rising food and labor costs, inadequate federal reimbursement, and new federal 
policies, according to FRAC’s latest report. 

5. In the News  
• AI Executive Order Sets Stage for New Cybersecurity Directives 



Federal News Network (June 2, 2026) 
• Ed Dept Wants to End Some IDEA Data Collections. How Did Stakeholders

Respond?
K-12 Dive (May 28, 2026)

• Warren Requests GAO Investigation Into Education Department Layoffs:
Inside Higher Ed (May 27, 2026)

6. Weekly Calendar - What’s coming up this week?
• House Appropriations Committee on FY27 Labor-H Bill: The House 

Appropriations Committee will hold a markup of the FY2027 Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies bill.
Tuesday at 11am ET

• ALI Congressional Breakfast Briefing: The Alliance for Learning Innovation 
(ALI) Coalition will hold a Congressional Breakfast Briefing featuring panel 
discussions on connecting students with high-quality careers and the role of 
federal education research and development.
Tuesday at 9am ET

• Embracing Play and Joy in Learning: New America and the Campaign for 
Grade Level Reading will hold a book discussion on "Rediscovering Kindergarten: 
Embracing Play and Joy in Learning."
Tuesday at 3:30pm ET

• House Education and Workforce Committee on Parental Rights: The House 
Education and Workforce Committee will hold a hearing on "Breaking Trust: 
Attacks on Parental Rights, Inappropriate Content, and Legal Abuses in America's 
Schools."
Wednesday at 10:15am ET

• Policy That Delivers: State Innovations in Student Aid and Workforce 
Alignment: The Hunt Institute will hold a webinar highlighting state-level efforts 
to expand access to student aid, including affordability, equity, and workforce 
alignment. Panelists will share policy strategies, cross-sector partnerships, and 
lessons learned that other states could replicate.
Thursday at 2pm ET

7. Weekly Calendar – Future Events
• Recess: Children’s Health, Education Policy, and the Cost of Modern 

Schooling: The Heritage Foundation will hold a discussion on "The Death of 
Recess: Children's Health, Education Policy, and the Cost of Modern Schooling." 
June 18 at 10:30am ET

• Homeroom with Education Leaders: Math Policy and Practice: The Hunt 
Institute will hold a webinar exploring how states are rethinking how mathematics 
is taught, assessed, and supported, connecting bold policy decisions with



implementation strategies that expand access to rigorous, high-quality math for all 
students. 
August 12 at 2pm ET 

• Homeroom with Education Leaders: State Elections and K-12 Education: 
The Hunt Institute will hold a webinar exploring how state-level election 
outcomes influence the direction of education policy, from investments in teacher 
pay and workforce pipelines to priorities in literacy, mathematics, and college and 
career readiness. 
September 9 at 2pm ET 

 
8. On The Floor of Congress This Week 

• Senate floor: Consideration of nominations 
• House floor: Democrat Discharge Petition H. Res. 1140 – Providing for 

consideration of the bill (H.R. 5408) to accelerate workplace time-to-contract 
under the National Labor Relations Act. (Sponsored by Rep. Norcross / Rules 
Committee)  

 
9. Important U.S. House and Senate Links 

 
10. About BPAG 

 
1. COSSBA Policy Priorities 

TEACHER RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION 
ALLIANCE FOR LEARNING INNOVATION MAKES CASE FOR DIFFERENTIATED PAY 
The Alliance for Learning Innovation (ALI) Coalition recently hosted a discussion on teacher 
shortages and the potential role of differentiated pay as a strategy to address persistent staffing 
challenges. Researchers, economists, and education leaders examined the concentration of teacher 
shortages in high-poverty schools and in specialized subject areas such as STEM and special 
education. Dr. Dan Goldhaber presented 2024 data showing significant disparities in educator 
supply and demand, noting that special education had approximately 154 job postings for every 
100 credentialed teachers, compared to just 26 openings per 100 credentialed teachers in social 
studies. Participants emphasized that students facing the greatest academic challenges often have 
the least access to highly qualified educators and argued that differentiated compensation could 
help address these inequities. Panelists noted that most school districts do not currently utilize 
differentiated pay systems, largely due to implementation challenges. Instead, districts typically 
reward educators based on years of experience and advanced degrees. However, speakers argued 
that these factors often serve as proxy measures for effectiveness and do not necessarily direct 
compensation toward the highest-need schools, subjects, or student populations. Several 
participants highlighted research indicating that many union-affiliated educators support 
differentiated pay models when designed thoughtfully and transparently. Given evidence that 
targeted compensation initiatives have helped reduce teacher shortages in states such as Texas and 
Hawaii, as well as in Washington, D.C., panelists encouraged policymakers and district leaders to 
explore differentiated pay models. They pointed to targeted salary supplements and incentives as 



promising approaches for recruiting and retaining teachers in high-need subjects and schools, 
ultimately helping to improve educational equity and student outcomes. 
 
BROADBAND CONNECTIVITY AND E-RATE 
FCC APPROVES E-RATE BIDDING PORTAL, MAJOR CHANGES TAKE EFFECT FY2028 
The Schools, Health & Libraries Broadband (SHLB) Coalition hosted a webinar to explain recent 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) decisions establishing a new national E-Rate 
competitive bidding portal and revising documentation and bidding requirements for applicants 
and service providers. The Report and Order, adopted in late April and released on May 1, builds 
on earlier rulemakings and incorporates stakeholder feedback, including clarifications requested 
by SHLB. The portal is not expected to be available until July 1, 2027, and applicants will not 
need to change their current practices for Funding Year (FY) 2027. Beginning in FY 2028, the 
new competitive bidding requirements will take effect. Service providers will be required to submit 
bids through the portal, and most communications between applicants and vendors will be 
conducted and stored within the system. Applicants may still communicate with vendors before 
filing a Form 470 and may continue to hold site visits, walkthroughs, or meetings during the 
bidding process. However, any related questions and answers must be uploaded to the portal within 
a designated near-real-time reporting window. In addition, all bid evaluation and vendor selection 
documentation must be submitted with Form 470. Applicants must also continue to comply with 
applicable state and local procurement requirements, including hard-copy submissions and sealed-
bid procedures where required. The Order also addresses a range of complex procurement 
scenarios, including master state contracts, consortium procurements, mini-bids under multi-award 
contracts, multi-stage bidding processes, and multi-year contracts. The FCC provided additional 
guidance on when and how supporting documentation must be uploaded in each circumstance. To 
safeguard the integrity of the competitive bidding process, the FCC has directed the Universal 
Service Administrative Company (USAC) to develop audit logs, access controls, and other 
protections that prevent premature bid review. The agency also aims to reduce duplicative 
documentation requests by relying on materials already stored in the portal while maintaining 
existing recordkeeping requirements. Applicants, service providers, and other stakeholders are 
encouraged to use the transition period before FY 2028 to familiarize themselves with the new 
documentation expectations and portal workflows. 
 
FUNDING 
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ADVANCES FY2027 LHHS-ED BILL 
Early Friday morning, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education, and Related Agencies approved its FY 2027 spending bill, setting up a debate 
over federal education priorities. Republicans characterized the legislation as a fiscally responsible 
measure that maintains core investments while addressing a projected shortfall in the Pell Grant 
program and providing a modest increase in Pell Grant awards. Chairman Robert Aderholt (R-AL) 
and Appropriations Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK) argued the bill focuses resources on programs 
that deliver measurable results, supports workforce readiness, and preserves key educational 
opportunities. Democrats, led by Ranking Member Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), strongly criticized the 
measure, highlighting an overall $8 billion (10%) reduction in funding for the Department of 
Education, including a proposed $2 billion cut to Title I grants that they argued could lead to 
teacher layoffs and reduced services for disadvantaged students. Democrats also objected to the 
elimination of funding for adult and youth job training programs, significant reductions to 
workforce development initiatives, and cuts to early childhood education programs. During the 
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markup, retiring Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-MD) unsuccessfully sought to restore funding for Full-
Service Community Schools and Preschool Development Grants, arguing that investments in early 
childhood education, school-based health and social services, and support for low-income families 
are essential to long-term educational success and economic opportunity. Despite these concerns, 
the bill was approved on an 11-7 party-line vote and now advances to the full Appropriations 
Committee for consideration, which is scheduled for Tuesday. The Senate has yet to act on its 
spending bills. 

Back to top 

 
2. Budget and Appropriations Wrap-Up 

As was just reported, on Friday the House Labor, Health and Human Services and Education 
Appropriations Subcommittee approved its FY 2027 spending bill. The bill provides $70.7 billion 
for the Department of Education (ED), cutting roughly $8.1 billion from the FY 2026 budget. The 
bill also provides $9.8 billion for the Department of Labor (DOL), cutting roughly $3.7 billion from 
its FY 2026 total. The bill also—once again—ignores the White House’s proposal to consolidate 
numerous K-12 education programs and eliminate funding for the TRIO program. Democrats and 
Republicans took issue with these requests and made those sentiments clear when they questioned 
Education Secretary Linda McMahon about them during her recent Capitol Hill appearances.  

Regarding the Pell Grant program, rather than providing the $10.5 billion increase the White 
House requested, it would receive $22.7 billion total, a $250 million increase above fiscal 2026. 
The proposal also increases the maximum Pell Grant award from $7,395 to $7,445. In an arguably 
surprising move, the bill would eliminate subsidized federal student loans for low-income students 
to plug an estimated shortfall in the Pell program of $17 billion. Seasoned higher education 
advocates know this subsidy has been unsuccessfully targeted for elimination before. 

The proposal “balances the need for responsible fiscal stewardship, while maintaining key 
investments,” according to Subcommittee Chair Robert Aderholt (R-AL). The bill is scheduled for 
full committee debate on Tuesday, June 9, although Appropriations Committee Chairman Tom 
Cole (R-OK) told reporters earlier this week that he is considering postponing that action. The 
Senate has not announced a schedule for its action on FY 2027 spending bills. 

In other spending news, early Friday morning, the Senate approved a budget reconciliation 
measure that provides approximately $70 billion in mandatory funding for Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border Protection (CBP) through the remainder of 
President Trump's term after an overnight "vote-a-rama" and a largely party-line vote.  

The legislation focuses on border security, immigration enforcement, personnel, detention 
capacity, and related operations and does not contain provisions affecting K-12 or higher education 
policy. Because reconciliation bills deal with mandatory spending and revenue rather than annual 
discretionary appropriations, the measure does not directly alter the FY 2027 Labor-HHS-
Education spending bill, however, it could indirectly affect the FY 2027 appropriations process by 
reducing pressure to fund certain homeland security activities through regular appropriations and 
by consuming significant floor time and political attention as Congress begins work on annual 
spending bills. The bill now moves to the House, where leaders are expected to consider it in the 
coming days; if the House approves the Senate-passed version, it will go to the President for 
signature.  

https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/aderholt-cole-fy27-labor-health-and-human-services-and-education-subcommittee


 

How does this impact State School Board Associations? 
Regarding the FY27 LHHS-ED bill, Republicans emphasized that the measure preserves support 
for disadvantaged students and students with disabilities through continued funding for Title I and 
IDEA, while reducing spending on programs they argue have produced limited results or can be 
administered more effectively at the state and local levels. House Appropriations Republicans said 
the bill focuses resources on "core responsibilities" and seeks to reduce federal overreach in 
education policy.  

Democrats are critical of the cuts the bill proposes to K-12 programs. It cuts funding for Title I 
grants to Local Education Agencies by 10 percent (nearly $2 billion) and eliminates funding for the 
$2.2 billion Title II-A Supporting Effective Instruction State Grants altogether.  

Back to top. 

 
3. In Brief – Last Week in Washington  

ED WEBINAR FOCUSES ON INCIDENT RESPONSE, VETTING OF ED TECH 

Last week, the Department of Education hosted a webinar as part of its National Student Privacy 
and Data Security Spring Webinar Series, focusing on incident response planning and the vetting 
of educational technology. The session highlighted the growing importance of cybersecurity 
preparedness in education. Speakers explained that schools are attractive targets because they 
maintain large volumes of sensitive information, including student health records, financial data, 
family information, and employee records. They noted that third-party breaches involving 
contractors, file transfer platforms, educational technology applications, and application 
programming interfaces (APIs) represent a growing threat. Attackers often time incidents to 
coincide with critical periods such as enrollment cycles, testing windows, and financial aid 
disbursements. To improve preparedness, institutions were encouraged to maintain a concise data 
inventory documenting data types, vendors, transmission methods, retention schedules, and 
designated data owners. The webinar emphasized that the first two hours following a cybersecurity 
incident are particularly critical. Schools should immediately establish an incident response team 
or “war room,” assess and contain the breach, notify legal counsel and senior leadership, and 
request relevant information from affected vendors. Presenters stressed that communications with 
stakeholders should be timely, transparent, and factual, as initial messaging plays a significant role 
in maintaining trust during a crisis. The session also addressed best practices for evaluating 
educational technology vendors. Presenters cautioned institutions against relying solely on vendor 
claims of compliance. Instead, schools should conduct their own due diligence to ensure that 
products align with legal and privacy requirements. The webinar also reviewed the concept of 
“legitimate educational interest,” emphasizing that access to student information should be limited 
to authorized individuals with a clear educational purpose and supported by appropriate oversight 
mechanisms, including access reviews and audit trails. In addition, speakers encouraged schools 
to include contractual provisions addressing the disposition of institutional data in the event that a 
vendor is acquired, ceases operations, or otherwise changes ownership. Overall, the webinar 

https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/b6391f9a-4194-4f25-8a26-f9d31de21fd7@bd5d4514-84de-4928-a9fd-6ae10bbad677


reinforced the need for educational institutions to remain vigilant in safeguarding student and 
institutional data. 

INSIDE THE NATION’S REPORT CARD: UNDERSTANDING NAEP AND NAGB 

https://vimeo.com/1196759222?fl=tl&fe=ec 
Last week, the Consortium of State School Boards Associations hosted a webinar explaining the 
purpose and impact of the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), commonly 
known as the Nation’s Report Card. Established by Congress, NAEP serves as the nation’s primary 
measure of student academic achievement, assessing performance in core subjects among students 
in both public and private schools. The assessment measures achievement across three 
performance levels—Basic, Proficient, and Advanced—and allows states to compare student 
outcomes over time and against national and peer-state benchmarks. NAGB, the independent and 
nonpartisan body responsible for overseeing NAEP, consists of 26 members representing a broad 
cross-section of the education community, including teachers, parents, state legislators, school 
administrators, and other education leaders. Speakers noted that this diverse membership helps 
ensure the assessment reflects a wide range of educational perspectives while maintaining its 
credibility and independence. Presenters emphasized that NAEP is a valuable diagnostic tool but 
cautioned against using it to draw conclusions about the effectiveness of any single policy or 
program. While the assessment can identify trends and areas of concern, multiple years of data and 
additional evidence are needed to determine the impact of specific reforms. Panelists also noted 
that recent declines in student performance cannot be attributed solely to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
suggesting that broader and more persistent challenges are affecting educational outcomes 
nationwide. The webinar highlighted several states that have used NAEP results to inform policy 
and drive improvement efforts. Speakers pointed to Mississippi’s use of NAEP data to identify 
achievement gaps, align standards with national expectations, and implement science-of-reading 
reforms, contributing to fourth grade reading scores that exceeded the national average by 2024. 
Louisiana was highlighted for using NAEP findings to support back-to-basics instructional 
policies, becoming the only state to surpass its 2019 fourth grade reading score by 2024. Tennessee 
leveraged NAEP data as a catalyst for comprehensive, data-driven reforms, while Massachusetts 
used the assessment to validate curriculum decisions and strengthen teacher licensure 
requirements. Looking ahead, presenters noted that NAEP’s upcoming Long-Term Trend 
Assessment report, scheduled for release on June 10, will provide new data on the academic 
performance of 9- and 13-year-old students, offering additional insight into long-term achievement 
trends across the country. 

EDUNOMICS LAB HOLDS DISCUSSION ON EDUCATIONAL FREEDOM TAX CREDIT 
On Tuesday, the Edunomics Lab at Georgetown University hosted a webinar examining 
implementation of the newly enacted federal Educational Freedom Tax Credit (EFTC) scholarship 
program. Moderated by Marguerite Roza and featuring Laura Anderson and Maggie Cicco, the 
discussion focused on how states, school districts, and Scholarship Granting Organizations (SGOs) 
may respond to the program’s incentives and opportunities. Speakers noted that approximately 
100 million taxpayers could be eligible to participate in the program, with individuals able to direct 
up to $1,700 annually in tax-credited contributions to qualified SGOs. A significant portion of the 
conversation centered on the potential for broad community participation, including scenarios in 
which school districts encourage parents and local residents to direct their tax-credit contributions 
to SGOs that support students within their own communities. Panelists discussed how such an 
approach could help fund bundled or enhanced educational services available to a larger number 

https://www.cossba.org/advocacy-resources/govern-rel-webinars?fbclid=IwY2xjawSPws5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEzRmtlc0psbnA3V0Z0a01lc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHilsf0m9W-Cytwhw2O23URnG67T5J5j1L1NxBYs-sOlfdIiRJE-s9pL5qitY_aem_lobRSHy7x-jne7Ueyd4R4A
https://edunomicslab.org/2026/06/02/federal-tax-credit-scholarships/
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/education-freedom-tax-credit-fact-sheet-113147.pdf


of students, rather than serving only a limited scholarship population. The discussion also explored 
administrative considerations, including the potential use of payroll deduction systems to facilitate 
contributions to SGOs. Speakers highlighted several unresolved implementation questions, 
including income eligibility requirements for scholarship recipients, whether taxpayers may 
contribute to SGOs located outside their home states, and how future federal regulations may shape 
program operations. Panelists emphasized that participation in the EFTC program remains 
voluntary for states and that governors must opt in by December 31, 2026, while retaining the 
ability to revisit that decision annually. Although the speakers anticipated that most states will 
ultimately choose to participate, they identified forthcoming guidance from the Department of the 
Treasury as a key factor in determining how the program will operate in practice and the extent to 
which it may expand educational choice nationwide. To watch the recording or view the 
presentation slides, click here. 

SENATE HELP EXAMINES GENDER TRANSITION PROCEDURES FOR MINORS 

On Wednesday, the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee held a 
sharply divided hearing on gender transition procedures for minors, reflecting the broader divisive 
national debate. Chairman Bill Cassidy (R-LA) and Republican members argued that puberty 
blockers, cross-sex hormones, and gender-related surgeries for minors lack sufficient scientific 
support, can cause irreversible harm, and warrant federal intervention to protect children. 
Testimony from psychiatrist Dr. Kurt Miceli and detransitioner Chloe Cole focused on concerns 
about informed consent, long-term health effects, the influence of social media, and allegations 
that medical organizations have relied on flawed evidence when developing treatment guidelines. 
Democratic members, led by Ranking Member Bernie Sanders (I-VT), countered that the hearing 
targeted a small and vulnerable population while ignoring broader healthcare and economic 
challenges facing children. They argued that decisions regarding gender-affirming care should 
remain between patients, parents, and healthcare providers, citing support from major medical 
associations and research indicating benefits for appropriately screened youth. Witness Shannon 
Minter of the National Center for LGBTQ Rights defended existing standards of care, emphasized 
parental rights in medical decision-making, and criticized federal efforts to investigate providers 
and access patient records. Throughout the hearing, senators debated the quality of available 
scientific evidence, the role of medical organizations, parental authority, and whether federal 
legislation restricting gender-affirming care for minors is appropriate. The discussion reflected the 
increasingly polarized political and policy landscape surrounding transgender healthcare in the 
United States. 

LEGO EDUCATION HOSTS WEBINAR ON PUTTING STUDENTS FIRST IN THE AGE OF AI 

On Wednesday, LEGO Education held a webinar titled, “Putting Students First in the Age of AI,” 
which brought together leaders from LEGO Education, the MIT Media Lab, and Designing 
Schools to explore how artificial intelligence can enhance—rather than erode—creative and 
collaborative learning in STEM classrooms. Speakers framed AI as an opportunity to return to first 
principles by clarifying what schools want students to learn, how they should learn it, and how 
technology can support mission-driven goals such as creativity, citizenship, and collaboration, 
rather than focusing solely on efficiency measures like faster grading. Panelists highlighted the 
“Four Ps” of creative learning—projects, passions, peers, and play—and emphasized that these 
elements must remain central as AI tools become more prevalent in education. A key theme 
throughout the discussion was student agency and voice. Panelists argued that AI should empower 

https://edunomicslab.org/2026/06/02/federal-tax-credit-scholarships/
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/protecting-our-children-exposing-the-dangers-of-irreversible-gender-transition-procedures-on-minors
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/protecting-our-children-exposing-the-dangers-of-irreversible-gender-transition-procedures-on-minors
https://education.lego.com/en-us/resources/students-first-ai-webinar-register/


learners to set their own goals, explore multiple pathways to success, and see their ideas reflected 
in the outcomes they create, rather than allowing technology to do the thinking for them. Speakers 
cautioned that poorly designed AI implementations can diminish motivation and weaken human 
connections by isolating students in individualized, screen-based experiences. Instead, they 
encouraged schools to design “wide-wall” learning environments that offer accessible entry points, 
opportunities for advanced exploration, and multiple pathways aligned with diverse student 
interests. Rather than developing stand-alone AI policies, panelists encouraged districts to 
integrate AI into their existing educational missions and establish shared definitions for concepts 
such as creativity and digital citizenship in partnership with students. Speakers described AI as an 
opportunity to improve how schools approach digital citizenship and well-being, emphasizing 
cultures of care, decision-making frameworks that help young people use technology responsibly, 
and shared accountability among technology companies, governments, educators, and students.  

THE FUTURE OF AI LITERACY AND WORKFORCE TRAINING 

On Thursday, the Department of Labor (DOL) hosted the first webinar in a new series examining 
the future of artificial intelligence (AI) literacy and workforce training. Speakers emphasized that 
AI literacy is rapidly becoming a foundational workforce skill and should be integrated throughout 
K–12 education, postsecondary programs, and workforce training systems rather than treated as a 
standalone subject. State officials from Connecticut and Montana shared examples of efforts to 
embed AI literacy into existing education and career pathways. They described partnerships with 
employers, workforce agencies, and higher education institutions designed to align AI-related 
training with evolving workforce needs. Speakers stressed that AI should be viewed not only as 
an education issue but also as a matter of economic competitiveness, requiring coordinated 
strategies across education, workforce development, and economic development systems. Local 
workforce leaders noted that the rapid pace of AI innovation presents challenges for traditional 
education and training systems, which often struggle to update curricula as quickly as technology 
evolves. Panelists also highlighted the growing use of AI-powered tools to support career 
exploration, workforce readiness initiatives, and skills development, particularly for high school 
students preparing to enter the workforce or pursue postsecondary education. Throughout the 
discussion, participants agreed that expanding access to AI education and workforce training will 
be critical to meeting future labor market demands. Speakers emphasized that collaboration among 
educators, employers, workforce boards, policymakers, and training providers will be essential to 
building an AI-ready workforce and ensuring that the opportunities created by emerging 
technologies are broadly accessible.  

Back to top. 

4. New Publications
Large School District Report: A Snapshot of School Meals Participation in October 2025  
Food Research and Action Center (May 2026) 
Many large school districts across the country report significant challenges keeping children fed 
and school nutrition operations running effectively due to rising food and 
labor costs, inadequate federal reimbursement, and new federal policies, according to FRAC’s 
latest report. 

Back to top. 

5. In the News

https://www.workforcegps.org/events/2026/03/06/14/24/SERIES_AI_Literacy_in_the_Workforce
https://frac.org/large-school-district-report-2026
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AI executive order sets stage for new cybersecurity directives 
Federal News Network (June 2, 2026) 

Ed Dept wants to end some IDEA data collections. How did stakeholders respond? 
K-12 Dive (May 28, 2026)

Warren requests GAO investigation into Education Department layoffs 
Inside Higher Ed (May 27, 2026) 

Back to top. 

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON 

6. Weekly Calendar

Tuesday, June 9, 2026 
Markup: House Appropriations Committee on FY27 Labor-H Bill  
Subject: The House Appropriations Committee will hold a markup of the FY2027 Labor, Health 
and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies bill. 
Time: 11:00 a.m. 
Contact: Live stream available here. 

Briefing: ALI Congressional Breakfast Briefing  
Subject: The Alliance for Learning Innovation (ALI) Coalition will hold a Congressional 
Breakfast Briefing featuring panel discussions on connecting students with high-quality careers 
and the role of federal education research and development. 
Participants: Steve Dackin, director, Ohio Department of Education and Workforce; Jacob 
Oliva, secretary of education, Arkansas; Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR); and speakers from 
Britebound, Jobs for the Future, OneGoal, and the Project on Workforce at Harvard. 
Time and Location: 9:00 a.m.; Kennedy Caucus Room, Russell Senate Office Building 
Contact: RSVP here. 

Webinar: Embracing Play and Joy in Learning 
Subject: New America and the Campaign for Grade Level Reading will hold a book discussion 
on "Rediscovering Kindergarten: Embracing Play and Joy in Learning." 

https://federalnewsnetwork.com/cybersecurity/2026/06/ai-executive-order-sets-stage-for-new-cybersecurity-directives/
https://www.k12dive.com/news/ed-dept-plan-to-cancel-some-idea-data-collections-draws-mixed-response/821175/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202026-05-28%20K-12%20Dive%20%5Bissue:85383%5D%20%28draft%29&utm_term=K-12%20Dive
https://www.highereddive.com/news/warren-requests-gao-investigation-education-department-layoffs/821144/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202026-05-27%20Higher%20Ed%20Dive%20%5Bissue:85329%5D&utm_term=Higher%20Ed%20Dive
https://www.brookings.edu/events/the-past-present-and-future-of-americas-school-boards/
https://appropriations.house.gov/schedule/markups/full-committee-markup-fiscal-year-2027-labor-health-and-human-services-education
https://share-na2.hsforms.com/20_vFp216QvuJOz6rdBGoag41dvzw


Participants: Kevin Carey, vice president of education and work, New America; Swati Adarkar, 
head of U.S. programs, Imaginable Future; Christina Samuels, deputy managing editor, Heritage 
Report; Laura Bornfreund, senior fellow of early and elementary education, New America; 
Chrisanne Gayl, chief strategy and policy officer, Trust for Learning; Connie Hall, 2023 teacher 
of the year for Nevada; and Cara Sklar, director of early and elementary education policy, New 
America's Education Policy Program.  
Time: 3:30 p.m. 
Contact: Register here. 

Wednesday, June 10, 2026 
Hearing: House Education and Workforce Committee on Parental Rights  
Subject: The House Education and Workforce Committee will hold a hearing on "Breaking 
Trust: Attacks on Parental Rights, Inappropriate Content, and Legal Abuses in America's 
Schools." 
Witnesses: Maria Su, superintendent, San Francisco Unified School District; and Aaron Spence, 
superintendent, Loudon County Public Schools. 
Time and Location: 10:15 a.m.; 2175 Rayburn HOB.  
Contact: Live stream available here. 

Thursday, June 11, 2026 
Webinar: Homeroom with Education Leaders — Policy That Delivers: State Innovations in 
Student Aid and Workforce Alignment  
Subject: The Hunt Institute will hold a webinar highlighting state-level efforts to expand access 
to student aid, including affordability, equity, and workforce alignment. Panelists will share 
policy strategies, cross-sector partnerships, and lessons learned that other states could replicate. 
Participants: Dr. Maria Markham, senior director of executive relations, ACT; Angélica 
Infante-Green, commissioner of elementary and secondary education, Rhode Island; Jason 
Tyszko, senior vice president, US Chamber of Commerce Foundation; and Randall Stamper, 
associate vice chancellor, VCCS. 
Time: 2:00 p.m.  
Contact: Register here. 

Back to top. 

7. Future Hearings and Events

Thursday, June 18, 2026 
Webinar: Recess: Children's Health, Education Policy, and the Cost of Modern Schooling 
Subject: The Heritage Foundation will hold a discussion on "The Death of Recess: Children's 
Health, Education Policy, and the Cost of Modern Schooling." 
Participants: Corey DeAngelis, research fellow, Center for Education Policy, Heritage 
Foundation; and Spencer Taylor, director, “The Death of Recess.” 
Time: 10:30 a.m.  
Contact: Register here. 

Wednesday, August 12, 2026 

https://www.newamerica.org/events/rediscovering-kindergarten-embracing-play-and-joy-in-learning/
https://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=413291
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7017720510534/WN_0k6lqhReQqqct9ZBPOxQsw
https://www.heritage.org/education/event/the-death-recess-childrens-health-education-policy-and-the-cost-modern-schooling


Webinar: Homeroom with Education Leaders — Math Policy and Practice  
Subject: The Hunt Institute will hold a webinar exploring how states are rethinking how 
mathematics is taught, assessed, and supported, connecting bold policy decisions with 
implementation strategies that expand access to rigorous, high-quality math for all students. 
Time: 2:00 p.m.  
Contact: Register here. 
 

Wednesday, September 9, 2026 
Webinar: Homeroom with Education Leaders — State Elections and K-12 Education 
Subject: The Hunt Institute will hold a webinar exploring how state-level election outcomes 
influence the direction of education policy, from investments in teacher pay and workforce 
pipelines to priorities in literacy, mathematics, and college and career readiness. 
Time: 2:00 p.m. ET 
Contact: Register here. 

Back to top. 

 

8. On The Floor of Congress This Week 
 

Senate Floor 
Consideration of nominations 
 
House Floor 
Democrat Discharge Petition H. Res. 1140 – Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 
5408) to accelerate workplace time-to-contract under the National Labor Relations 
Act. (Sponsored by Rep. Norcross / Rules Committee) 

Back to top. 

  

9. Links for Up-to-Date Information on Hearings, Legislation, and Events 

U.S. House and Senate 2026 Schedule  

U.S. Department of Education 

U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 

U.S. House Committee on Education and Labor 

U.S. Senate Budget Committee 

U.S. House Budget Committee 

Congressional Budget Office 

Federal legislative information 

Back to top.  
 

 

10. About BPAG 
Bose Public Affairs Group  is a full-service government affairs and public relations consulting firm that has built a reputation for 
producing results. We partner with clients committed to excellence in education and other social services to achieve policy and 
advocacy success by: 

 leveraging our expertise and passion;  
 strategizing intelligent solutions; and,  
 Creating meaningful impact. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/4817785156052/WN_u28Zl0orTkagHzzKLRR9eQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/9417804963390/WN_O1jx3GB_RbOk1OjPNozcCA
https://www.congress.gov/119/bills/hres1140/BILLS-119hres1140ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/119/bills/hr5408/BILLS-119hr5408ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/119/bills/hr5408/BILLS-119hr5408ih.pdf
https://rational360.com/2026-combined-congressional-calendar/
https://rational360.com/2026-combined-congressional-calendar/
http://www.ed.gov/
http://help.senate.gov/
http://edlabor.house.gov/
http://www.budget.senate.gov/
http://www.house.gov/budget
http://www.cbo.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/
http://www.bosepublicaffairs.com/bosewashingtonpartners/


 
Our team includes long-term insiders in education policy from Pre-K through higher education, innovative thinkers and savvy 
strategists that provide a comprehensive array of customized client services. We have the knowledge, skills, and relationships that 
are necessary for successful advocacy at all levels. From grassroots to grass tops and everything in between, our broad-based 
legislative practice approaches every project with the same degree of determination and professionalism. BPAG provides 
expertise in a variety of services: 

 Government Relations 
 Research and Analysis 
 Advocacy Training 
 Association Management 
 Strategic Communications 
 Policy Events 

 
For more information, please visit our website. 
• • • 
This publication contains links to Internet sites for the convenience of World Wide Web users. Bose is not responsible for the availability or 
content of these external sites, nor does Bose endorse, warrant or guarantee the information, services, or products described or offered at these 
other Internet sites. Copyright 2022. Bose Public Affairs Group. Redistribution of this memorandum or its content outside the immediate 
organization of the intended recipient without the express prior permission of Bose Public Affairs Group is prohibited. Readers are encouraged 
to send comments about this publication to dcronin@bosepublicaffairs.com. 
 
The information presented in this publication is neither endorsed or supported by COSSBA and is provided for informational purposes only. 

 

http://www.bosepublicaffairs.com/bosewashingtonpartners/
mailto:dcronin@bosepublicaffairs.com
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