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WEM High School student Jocelyn Brown named
recipient of 2026 MSBA Robert E. Meeks Student School
Board Member Scholarship

WATERVILLE — The Minnesota School Boards Association (MSBA) has named Jocelyn
Brown, a student at Waterville-Elysian-Morristown (WEM) High School, as one of three
recipients of the 2026 Robert E. Meeks Student School Board Member Scholarship. The
award was presented at the WEM School Board meeting on May 18, 2026, and carries a
$3,000 prize toward postsecondary education. Brown was chosen from more than 50
applicants statewide.

Brown holds a unique distinction in WEM history: she was the first student ever appointed
to serve as a student representative on the school board. Rather than simply filling the
role, she helped build it from the ground up — and then mentored her successor to ensure
future students would be equally prepared.

Established in 2009, the scholarship honors student representatives who demonstrate
outstanding leadership and a commitment to school governance.

“More than 130 of Minnesota’s 331 school districts have a student representative at the
board table — and Jocelyn holds a special distinction here at WEM as the first student ever
appointed to serve in that role,” said MSBA Executive Director Kirk Schneidawind.

A committee of MSBA Board Directors selected Brown for her academic excellence,
sustained leadership, community service, and work experience. She has maintained a 3.95
GPA while completing college coursework through PSEO at South Central College and the
University of Minnesota — earning a spot on the U of M Dean’s List for three consecutive
semesters.

As a leader, Brown held positions in FFA, FCCLA, Student Council, and Minnesota Honor
Society, and was selected to attend Minnesota Girls State in 2025. She also volunteered



with the WEM Youth Football Association and worked as an MN DNR Level | Watercraft
Inspector, educating boaters about aquatic invasive species.

“l do not think that you will find a better student candidate or representative than her,” said
Josh Smith, Brown’s Social Studies teacher, praising her as a hard worker who asks
questions, collaborates with peers, and is always seeking to learn.

“What began as a single act of service turned into a reliable volunteer | could count on” —
and that her board contributions were “grounded, respectful, and solution-oriented — with
confidence and composure beyond her years,” said Gary Michael, WEM School Board
Member and WEM Youth Football Association President, who has known Brown since
seventh grade.

This fall, Brown will study Business Analytics at the Carlson School of Management at the
University of Minnesota Twin Cities. Thanks to credits earned through PSEQO, she is on track
to graduate in spring 2027 and plans to pursue law school thereafter.

MSBA is a nonprofit organization that serves Minnesota’s public school boards by
providing training, legal services, policy guidance, and advocacy. The Robert E. Meeks
Student School Board Member Scholarship, established in 2009, is awarded annually to up
to three student representatives who demonstrate outstanding leadership and
commitment to school governance.



