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The Minnesota School Boards Association honors State Representative Ben Bakeber%‘l

and State Senator Judy Seeberger as Minnesota Legislators of Distinction for 2025 wit
the MSBA Legislative Achievement Award.

This award recognizes 1egis1at0rs with a strong commitment to addressing school board concerns
and advancing policies that support public school governance.

July 24, 2025 -- The Minnesota School Boards Association (MSBA) has chosen State Senator Judy Seeberger, Dakota and
Washington County, and State Representative Ben Bakeberg, Jordan, as their Minnesota Legislators of Distinction for the
2025 legislative session. MSBA awards annually to two state legislators for demonstrating a strong commitment to addressing
school board concerns and advancing policies that support public education governance.

Senator Seeberger actively listened to school board members’ concerns and responded with meaningful action by advancing
modifications to the Earned Safe and Sick Time (ESST) law that eased requirements for school districts. The prorated ESST
for part-time and mid-year hires and improved employee documentation requirements benefit school boards by offering
greater flexibility and fairness in applying ESST, thus simplifying administration and reducing potential burdens. In
addition, she championed the creation of the Seclusion Work Group, ensuring school board voices were part of shaping
student safety policy.

Representative Bakeberg authored two key finance bills: a 3% increase to the general education formula and to increase
Location Optional Revenue. Rep. Bakeberg acknowledged the growing needs and expectations placed on today’s classrooms.
His efforts to advance legislation addressing the financial challenges facing schools demonstrated a clear commitment to
supporting students and avoiding harmful cuts that lead to larger class sizes and reduced student support services, and fewer
learning opportunities.

He also pushed for fund balance flexibility, including changes to the nutrition fund, and worked to reduce unfunded
mandates. School board members across Minnesota have continued to share how underfunded and unfunded mandates, along
with decreased flexibility cause harm and increase costs. Bakeberg took every opportunity to reiterate the school board voice
and the importance of local control. Additionally, his consistent advocacy on student discipline policy further underscored
his strong alignment with school board priorities throughout the session.

“Senator Seeberger and Representative Bakeberg exemplify what it means to lead with both integrity and responsiveness,”
said Denise Dittrich, Minnesota School Boards Association Director of Government Relations. “Their thoughtful engagement
with school board members and commitment to addressing real challenges in our public schools demonstrate the critical role
legislators play in supporting strong local governance and student success across Minnesota."
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